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PREFACE. 



The following Lectures were not origin- 
ally intended for the press ; but, in compli- 
ance with the wish of some of those who 
listened to them, the author has been in- 
duced to publish them. And it is only 
with the hope that they may tend to ad- 
vance a pure Christianity, that they are 
now given to the public. 

The author regards it as one of the aus- 
picious signs of the times, that greater at- 
tention is beginning to be given, by Bap- 
tist writers, to the great principles involved 
in the action of our denomination, rather 
than to a revival of the philolo^Afi^V ^'K^sr . 
tioD, wbicbjl^ scholarship o? ^'^ ^cr^^ 
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has long ago decided in our favor. The 
more these principles are exhibited and de- 
veloped, the more they will gain the ap- 
probation of all who sincerely love ** the 
truth as it is in Jesus." 

This course appears the more necessary 
and desirable, from the fact that Baptist 
principles have been extensively misrepre- 
sented, and much misunderstood. It seems 
important, too, from the fact, that many 
persons have united with the denomina- 
tion, from a. conviction that our practice, 
in reference to the mode and subjects of 
b^^tism, is strictly Scriptural, while they 
have not clearly comprehended all that is 
involved in our position and peculiarities. 

These Lectures were presented to, and 
are published for, Protestants. They tend 
to show that Protestantism itself needs to 
be reformed — that it is sadly defective ag 
an instrument of attack upon the errors of 
J^Mpae, and the evils of ibe 1?b?^^. ^^^ 
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conclusively this is done, the reader must 
decide. The presentation of these defects 
has not been a work in which the author 
has delighted or rejoiced, except as he has 
been led to hope that their exposure might 
lead to their abandonment. Toward those 
who bear a resemblance to Christ in their 
moral features, he cherishes sincere affec- 
tion; and the firm belief that the great 
majority of the professed disciples of Christ 
in the Protestant churches in this country^ 
bear such resemblance, encourages him to 
look for success in seeking to advance scrip- 
tural views of Gospel ordinances. 

With the sincere prayer that their pub- 
lication may aid in bringing " all who love 
our Lord Jesus Christ in sincerity," to the 
only platform of Christian union — Bible 
truth — ^these Lectures are conmiended to 
the candid consideration of the reader, and 
to the blessing of God. 

1* 
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LECTURE I. 

THE AIM, THE BEPROACH, AXD THE TBIDMFH OF THE RELI- 
GIOUS REFORMER. 

Acts xvii. 6. — " These that have turned the world up- 
side down, are come hither also.'' 

It has always been the policy of the advocates 
of error, when unable to sustain themselves by 
sophistry, specious reasoning and false l^c, to 
stigmatize the advocates of the truth, as innova- 
tors, disturbers of the peace, and dangerous to 
the harmony and interests of community. Such 
was the course pursued by those who uttered the 
language of the text. Paul and Silas, having 
been released from the Macedonian prison, where 
they had been confined for preaching the gospel, 
took their departure from Philip^i, Wi4. ^^^'^^Si%^ 
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through Amphipolis and ApoUonia, " they came 
to Thessalonica, where was a synagogue of the 
Jews." Here Paul, according to his usual cus- 
tom, met the Jewish rabbis and teachers, and 
reasoned with them out of the Old Testament 
Scriptures, concerning Jesus of Nazareth — ^prov- 
ing to them, from the types, and shadows, and 
prophecies, that He was the Messiah. His rea- 
soning on this subject was so forcible, that many 
of the Jews were convinced, and professed their 
faith in the Saviour. This stirred up the hatred 
and envy of the discomfited rabbis ; and, finding 
themselves unable to cope with the superior logic 
and masterly eloquence of Paul, they enlisted the 
prejudices of the rabble, and gathered a mob, and 
created a riot, and endeavored to lay violent 
hands on the disciples, and accomplish by force, 
and superior numbers, what they could not effect 
by fair argument. Their accusation against the 
discig^s is contained in the words of the text : — 
" These that have turned the world upside down, 
are come hither also." , My theme is. 

The Aim, the Reproach, and the TRiUiMrn 
OF THE Religious Reformer. 

I. The Aim of the Religious Reformer. 
A "Reforms: is one who seeks to remove abuses 
which may Lave crept into an oT^ii\i«L\Ao\iQx q>q\si- 
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munity, or who boldly enters a field wliere Error 
has held undisputed sway, and fearlessly wields, 
amid gfant powers of opposition, the weapons of 
Truth. He aims to entirely revolutionize the 
minds of the community in which he labors, on 
that particular subject where he believes reform 
to be needed. A compromise between truth and 
error will not satisfy him. " The truth, the whole 
truth, and nothing but the truth," is his motto. 
Old systems of error, however sacred on account 
of their antiquity, he boldly attacks. Though 
massive darkness has long brooded over the peo- 
ple, he aims to dissipate the gloom, and shed upon 
them brilliant rays of light. His work is a 
mighty one ; the end for which he hibors is noble 
and grand. He holds a position in advance of 
the Community in which he resides, and the age in 
which he lives-^hence he possesses traits of char- 
acter that are peculiar, which fit him to toil and 
suffer for the accomplishment of his designa. 

A spirit of noUe daring is his. He fears not 
to grapple with error, though sanctioned by age, 
and supported by popular favor. He scruples 
not, if need be, to stand alone, as the champion of 
truth. With undaunted intrepidity he braves the 
" world's dread laugh,^' or meets its frown. With 
a spirit of indomitable perseverance, he steadily 
adhera5 to Mb purpose and deterxameSV^ Y^x^\ift'8> 
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his single object. Every obstacle thrown across 
his path, affords a new incentive to increased ac- 
tivity. Every difficulty he meets, only gives new 
strength and inspires fresh courage. He is not to 
be turned aside. Having put his hand to the 
plough, he looks not back. 

Self-sacrificing effort and benevolent labor are 
his. His time, talents, property, are all laid upon 
the altar of truth. He toils not to achieve a name, 
or to amass wealth, or advance a sect. He labors 
for the good of others, while he receives only their 
hatred, reproach and persecutions. If there is 
one picture on earth that reminds us, more than 
any other, of the meek and lowly Saviour, it is the 
spirit and conduct of the Reformer, patiently suf- 
fering at the hands of those whose moral^ ele- 
vation he labors to effect. And this, I remark, 
is the test by which the true and the pretended 
Reformer may be tried and discovered. Look at 
Infidelity — it boasts of refo]:m. It reformed 
France once — abolished the Sabbath, inscribed 
on all the cemeteries throughout the land, " Death 
is an eternal sleep," and deified a prostitute; but 
did Infidelity ever suffer to benefit man ? Does 
it to-day go forth, as an angel of mercy, to labor 
to suffer and to bless ? No, no. But the true 
Heforxner has a high purpose, a benevolent aim : 
be occnpiea holy ground, and "ke ewi ^vySiet^^ssi 
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jqstlj soSet, to benefit his fellow-men. Let us 
notice, 

II. The Eefroach of the Reformer. All 
Reforms are attended with agitation and conflict, 
but none more so, than reforms in religion. At 
first, the Reformer may attract but little atten- 
tion. His attacks may appear so feeble, and his 
efforts so faint, that the opponents of truth may 
esteem only the smile of ridicule and scorn neces- 
sary to throw it into insignificance, or a slight ex- 
^ion of authority sufficient to extinguish it. But 
let him continue with boldness, energy and elo- 
quence, to plead for truth, and begin to make an 
impression upon the public mind, and gather ad- 
herents around him ; then will his adversaries be- 
come agitated and alarmed. Like the fierce 
storm, lashing into foam the waters of the mighty 
deep, they stir up the popular mind, until the en- 
tire community moves in angry surges, and perse- 
cution and violence ensue. The more bold the 
onset, the more forcible the elucidation of truth, 
the more numerous the adherents to the reform, 
the more fiercely will the advocates of error op- 
pose the effort, and the more desperately will they 
seek to crush by force, or circumvent by cunning, 
what they cannot master by argument, or defeat 
bjr sound Jogia 

2 
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In such an eyent, the Reformer labors under 
every disadvantage. He is reproached as a dis- 
turber of the public peace. 'He is regarded as 
the cause of all the confusion and uproar, and 
must hear all the odium connected with it. Look 
at the text and its connection. The disciples had 
peacefully taught in the Jewish synagogue in 
Thessalonica, yet all the uproar was charged 
upon them : " These that have turned the world 
upside down, are oome hither also*" Thus it has 
ever been. The dpposers of reform have lashed 
into fdry the elements of political strife, and then 
charged the peace-loving disciples of truth with 
all the disastrous results. 

The Reformer is also rejn'oached as an inno- 
vator. He is opposing old customs and popular 
usages. He seems to be ruthlessly trampling on 
all that has been held beautiful and venerable. 
He seems to be setting up individual and novel 
opinions against the united and established wis- 
dom of ages. He seems to be destroying every 
thing and advancing nothing. He seems to be 
a reokless intruder, trespassing on ground right- 
folly occupied by others. He seems to touch sa- 
ored things with an impious hand. He seems to 
be sowing dissensions, destroying hallowed insti- 
tutions, and introducing unauthorized innovations. 
JBut heperoeirea that these old. {oTuv&«sid\^uA- 
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rated institutions, are the offspring of error, and 
that truth and right demand their extermination; 
in the name of Qod, therefore, he goes forth to 
overturn, to revolution ise and to reform. 

There never yet was a reform attempted, that 
did not suffer the reproaeh of the dominant party. 
Look at that old Reformer Lot : ^ This one fel- 
low came in to sojourn, and will neods be a judge." 
Look at Moses, the prophets, John the Baptist, 
Martin Luther, Roger Williams. All these were 
reproached as innovators, and virtually charged 
with <' turning the world upside down." But the 
greatest innovator that ever appeared in our 
world was Jesus Christ He was the Great Re- 
former. He aimed directly to abolish the old dis- 
pensation and make all things new. Ho paid no 
respect to the antiquity of the scribe, the wisdom 
of the pharisee. or the sanctity of the priest. He 
threw himself upon the merits of the truths he 
delivered, and declared himself a radical inno- 
vator and Reformer. Did not He meet reproach? 
Let the purple robe, the reed sceptre, the thorny 
crown, the mocking homage, and the blood-stained 
eross reply. 

The apostles were reproached. The Gospel 
which they preached was a great innovation upon 
old and venerable institutions. No reform could 
ever he compared with that which they sought to 
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effect. They aimed to overturn all the religions 
in the world. Hence they were accounted " vag- 
abonds, fools, and moon-struck madmen." They 
were treated with ridicule, scorn and contempt. 
They, a few ignorant fishermen, seeking to abro- 
gate those religions which had stood for centuries, 
und which had gathered around them all the 
charms of history, philosophy and poetry ; whose 
massive temples towered in majestic splendor to 
the very clouds — ^religions which numbered among 
their crowds of devotees, kings and heroes, arti- 
sans and sages, and which were cherished by the 
most powerful and refined nations of the earth. 
It is not strange that at first they were only 
deemed worthy of ridicule ; nor is it surprising, 
that as success crowned their persevering labors, 
they became the subjects of violent hate and bit- 
ter persecution. They were shaking the founda- 
tions of ancient superstitions, they were disturb 
ers of the public peace, they were detestable in- 
novators, they were hateful reformers, in short, 
they were " turning the world upside down.** 

This kind of reproach Baptists, especially, have 
been called to endure. They are great innovators. 
Of all persecuted sects, the Baptists stand forth 
as most prominent, simply and only because they 
aim at a more complete and thorough reform than 
May others ever attempted. Tke^ t^^<iliL tliaLt 
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Christ's kingdom is not of this world ; that the 
church is not a national, political, or provincial 
establishment ; but a congregation of holy men, 
separated from the world by the renewing of the 
Holy Spirit. They seek to turn the world upside 
down — not in the odious sense, but in the proper 
and desirable sense. The world is wrong ; it is 
morally wrong side up ; it needs to be revolution- 
ised, and primitive Christianity alone can do it. 
This is the instrument by which Baptists aim to 
accomplish their design. By the propagation of 
•primitive Christianity, they confidently expect to 
achieve a complete and entire Reformation in the 
Pagan, Romish and Protestant world, and bring 
the race of man back to God. We pass on to 
Botice, 

III. The "I^riumph of the Reformer. The 
true religious reformer must ultimately triumph. 
However opposed, reproached, persecuted, he tri- 
umphs. Even when he appears to be discomfited 
he triumphs. While he struggles on in adversity, 
and while sad reverses meet him in his work, still 
he triumphs. The power of the truth is manifest 
in the support it yields him amid these disheart- 
ening circumstances. The consciousness that he 
has discharged his duty with fidelity, fills his mind 
with peace. He feels that the smilo of Gq4 ^s^ 
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upon him ; hence the frowns of the opposers of 
truth, and their anathemas, are lighter than yan* 
itj to him. He esteems the reproaches of Christ 
greater riches than ^11 the treasures of earth. 
The shame of the cross he counts greater honor 
than all the applause of the world, and the mar> 
tjr^s death is to him sweeter than all its pleasures. 
He exhibits a dignity of character that far out- 
shines air others, and totally eclipses, on the his- 
toric page, all his slanderous persecutors. He is 
as far superior to the time-serving demagogue, as 
are the burning beams of the meridian sun to the 
last sickly rays of the feeble taper, flickering in its 
socket, and just ready to expire. He knows no 
fear of consequences. Duty, it is his to perform— 
results, are Grod's to control. He stands firmly^ 
as the rock in the ocean, unmoved amid the bowl- 
ings of the tempest and the fury of the waves. 
For him there is a glorious future, however dark 
the hour of trial may be; and though for a time 
he endures reproach, he will have a name when 
his persecutors have perished and are forgotten. 

Every true religious reamer who ever lived in 
our world triumphed. Daniel, and the three He- 
brew worthies possessed the spirit, endured the re- 
proach, and achieved the triumph of Reformers ; 
they saw their enemies clothed with shame, and the 
cause of Qod, which they had e&^uaed« ^jLoiioualy 
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advanced. And though their pathway to success 
lay through the lion's den and the burning furnace, 
these only made their triumph more sublime, and 
shed a new halo around their names. Martin La- 
ther triumphed — and though Bome anathematized ' 
and bitterly execrated him, the name of the poor 
monk of Erfurth is honored wherever evangelical 
Christianity prevails ; while the distinguishing doc- 
trine for whidli he contended has become one of the 
strong bulwarks of the Protestant world, and the 
terror of Antichrist Roger Williams triumphed — 
though imprisoned, whipped, fined and banished. 
The re^giouB liberty, for which he suffered, and 
which American citizens to-day enjoy, forms the 
most distinguishing and pre-eminent glory of our 
country. How superior the fame of such men to 
that of the mere military hero. Napoleon won his 
fifty battles ; William Carey translated the Bible 
into almost as many different languages ; and while 
to-day the name of Napoleon begets sentiments of 
disgust, or wakes emotions of unhallowed ambition, 
the name of William Carey touches a chord in eve- 
ry Christian breast, arousing to new life and to more 
unreserved consecration to Christ, the energies and 
talents of the ablest and best of Zion's sons and 
daughters. 

There is a great deal of this work of Reform. W 
fare the church at the present day. "Efi^^^a^^ *^ 
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this true of the Baptist churches of this count 
They are prepared to labor for a more thoroug'Xi 
reformation than any others can undertake. Theire 
are forms of error, productive of incalculable mis- 
chief which none others can consistently attack ; 
while all others retain and seek to perpetuate the 
unscriptural dogma of infant baptism, which, with 
every other traditionary rite must be abolished, be- 
fore the world's revolution will be complete. Let 
it be remembered that each has a personal interest 
and responsibility in this matter. Let the inquiry 
be, " Lord, what wilt thou have me to do ?" Every 
Christian is to aim to reform, first himself, then the 
world. The Word of God must be our weapon. 
With this, old forms of error must be attacked, and 
the conflict only end when the field is left in the 
possession of truth. " Wherefore, seeing we also 
are compassed about with so great a cloud of wit- 
nesses, let us lay aside every weight, and the sin 
which doth so easily beset us, and let us run witk 
patience the race that is set before us, looking unto 
Jesus, the author and finisher of our faith, who, for 
the joy that was set before him, endured the cross^ 
despising the shame, and is set down at the right 
hand of the throne of God," 



"ll 



LECTURE U. 

THE RECEPTION WHICH SHOUIJ) BE GIVEN TO THE RELI- 

OIOUS BEFORMER. 

Acts xviL 11. — " These were more noble than those in 
Thessalonica, in that they received the word with all 
readiness of mind, and searched the Scriptures daily, 
whether those things were so." 

■ ' 

Ltfidelity and error hare always delighted to 
taunt the disciples of Christ and the friends of truth 
with the charge of ignorant credulity, and the re- 
ception of unfounded and absurd dogmas, without 
due forethought and investigation. They- have ar- 
it^ated to themselves all the freedom of thought 
and independence of mind there is in the world, 
and profess to have calmly investigated the truths 
which' they reject. The taunt on the one hand, and 
the assumption on the other, are both false ; for it 
is a significant fact, that a pure Christianity has ad- 
vanced just in proportion as the right of free and 
independent investigation has been enjoyed and ex- 
ercised ; and, moreover, if is the glory of Christian- 
ity, that it courts the test of candid examination, 
Bnd commends such a course wliwiev^i sAci^Xfc^v 
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We have a strikiDg illustration of this in the teicf; 
and its connection. The apostle Paul, having beezs 
driven from Thessalonica bj an infuriated mob, ex- 
cited to deeds of violence by bigoted and interested 
partizans, fled to Berea. Here he pursued a course 
similar to that which he had adopted in Thessalo- 
nica. He entered the Jewish synagogue and taught 
in the name of Jesus. The community in this 
place was composed of men of more independent 
minds, and nobler spirit than the Thessalonians ; 
and, consequently, they gave the apostle a &r differ^ 
ent reception from that which he experienced in 
their city. They were not afraid to discuss, exam* 
ine, and fairly investigate the new doctrine which 
he introduced to them, and after bringing it to the 
proper test, to let it stand or fall on its own merits. 
This conduct was truly noble ; and as such, it is 
endorsed by the Holy Spirit in the inspired words 
of the text : ** These were more noble than those in 
Thessalonica, in that they received the word with 
all readiness of mind, and searched the Scriptures 
daily, whether those things were so." Though the 
apostle appeared among them as a Reformer, they 
did not consider him an intruder, or treat him as an 
innovator; but they acted like rational, intelligent 
beings; they acted like men; they acted as all 
should act under like circumstances. Our theme 
on the present oeca&iou wiW. \>e, — 
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The REOEPTioif that should be given to 

^! fat ReUGIOUS RErORMER« 
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In mustratiog this theme, I shall invito your at- 
tention to the conduct of the Bereans, and their 
ti^tment of Paul and Silas, as the divinely ap- 
proved example. This example will appear to bet- 
ter advantage, if we follow the phraseology of the 
text, and notice, 

L The Comparison iNSTirtJTEn. "More noble 
than those in Thessalonica" The Thessalonian 
Jews had exhibited a spirit of gross intolerance. 
They were destitute of that spirit which truly en- 
nobles a man. They had power and influence, and 
they used these to crush the weak. They were 
filled with envy and jealousy, and they gave vent 
to their feelings in acts of violence and oppression. 
Refusing to be convinced themselves, they deter- 
mined to prevent all others from being convinced- 
They appealed to the passions and the prejudices, 
rather than to judgment and reason. They made 
old opinions, and popular usages, the standard and 
test by which they tried the apostles' teaching, in- 
stead of the Word of God. They falsely accused 
them of disturbing the peace of society ; and, by a 
wilful misconstruction of their words, they even 
duaged them Vf\ih treasonable deugiv^ ^^^kii^X. ^<^ 
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government: '^ These all do contrary to the de-* 
crees of -Caesar, saying that there is anotfear king", 
one Jesus " They drove them entirely away fronn. 
ikeir city, and then took security of those who had 
hospitably entertained them. Kor was this all.. 
They followed them to Berea, and stirred up the 
people there, so that Paul was necessitated to leave 
that place. Now, in contrast with this course, no- 
tice, 

11. The Reception of the Apostles by the 
Bereans. " They received the word with all read- 
iness of mind." They were wedded to the same 
rites as were the Jews in Thessalonica. Their 
prejudices were in favor of Judaism and arrayed 
against Christianity. Hence, the teaching of the 
apostle was as much opposed to their views, as to 
those of the Thessalonians ; but notwithstanding all 
this, they " received the word with all readiness of 
mind." This implies that they received it, 

1. Bespectfully* It is too frequently the case, 
that when the truth is presented to those who have 
long cherished religious error, they treat it with rid- 
icule, especially where it comes in contact with their 
preconceived opinions. Thus the Athenians treated 
Paul, when he broached the doctrine of the resur- 
rection. Thus it is, often, in our day. The curling 
Jip, and the sneer of contem]^t, scad ^i\i^ ^iLYt^<«&\Qii 
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of ridicule, are seen and beard as eoon aa a favorite 

dogma 4S touched, no matter how kindly. Not so 

with the Bereans. However novel the doctrines of 

the apostle appeared, however opposite to what 

they had been taught, or however different from 

their previously formed opinions, they listened to 

what he presented with respect. They received 

the word, 

2. With candor. They were disposed to bo 
frank and fair. They were open to conviction — 
honest and ingenuous in their conclusions. They 
kept their minds free from an undue bias, and let 
every argument have its full weight They were 
disposed to think and judge according to truth and 
justice. They were willing to admit every reason- 
able and logical conclusion. They banished preju- 
dice, and examined the subject impartially. This 
IB the proper way to arrive at the truth. God gave 
us our reason to be exercised in religious matters, 
as well as in worldly affairs. These Bereans nei- 
ther exhibited bigotry on the one hand, nor credu- 
lity on the other. They were willing to hear, and 
then they judged for themselves, and formed their 
own conclusions. This is all that can be demand* 
ed. This course ^as honorable to themselves, and 
vrould make even those respect them, who differed 
from them. And this .is true of any man, or body 
of men. Let them be candid, fa\t aa(!i fe«i^^«CL^ 

3 
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they will win the respect of tbose who arrive at a 
different conclusion from them. They received the 
vrordf 

3. Patiently, They did not get in an ill-humor 
with the apostle, or exhibit signs of irritation, or 
cherish feelings of malice toward him, because he 
sought to convert them from Judaism. Though it 
was the religion of their fathers — though they had 
been brought up in it— though their prejudices 
were strongly wedded to its rites and ceremonies — 
still, they calmly listened to the reasons urged by 
the apostle why they should abandon it, and con- 
nect themselves with that sect which was " every . 
where spoken against." They were not offent^ed 
at his zeal ; their minds were unruffled, and day 
after day they came to patiently hear him through. 
How different is this from the conduct of most per- 
sons. Just touch their peculiar doctrines, or hint 
ihat the rites which they observe are unscriptural, 
and without waiting to hear the reasons for such 
an opinion, they at once become agitated, and im- 
patiently desire to leave the place, and inwardly de- 
termine that they will not again enter it. So did 
not the noble Bereans. They wished to find the 
truth, though it might lay in a different direction 
from that in which they had been accustomed to 
seek it. They desired to follow the truth, though 
It might lead to the abandonmexiV. ol \Ma^^<5wstvi^ 
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castom?, and tbe breaking up of old and pleasant 
associations. Therefore, " they r«ceived the word 
with all readiness of mind/* Such a course might 
offend interested partisans, but God commends it as 
Doble. We notice, 

III. The Test by which they tried the 
Teaching of the Apostles. "They searched 
the Scriptures daily, T?hether these things were so." 
This is the divine standard of appeal. God gave it 
as our guide, and we are commanded to search it. 
It is to be the test of all religious teaching ; and 
the conduct of the Bereans in making it the test bf 
Paul's preaching is honored by its Divine Author ; 
for let it not be forgotten that it is Jehovah who 
speaks in the text 

They did not appeal to Tradition. They might 
have done this. Eumor said that Christ was an 
impostor ; Paul affirmed that He was the Messiah. 
How were they to decide ? Simply by appealing 
to the Scriptures. They did not appeal to their 
priests and rabbis. They had told them to oppose 
Christianity, and to seek to exterminate it. But 
they knew their priests were fallible men, and that 
if they obeyed them, they might possibly be found 
fighting against God. They did not appeal to 
their own preference, and interest, and convenience. 
These would have prompted them lo i^'^^cN* XJo^a W 
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vestigation of the doctrine, and decide at once in 
accordance with tradition and popular customs. 

Abandoning all these false and uncertain stand- 
ards, they appealed to the Scriptures, to settle the 
diflferences between their views and those of their 
Reformers. They " searched " the Scriptures ; as 
one who seeks for something that is lost. Many 
persons read the Bible only to find support for 
what they already believe, and search the Scrip- 
tures to prove that what is new to them is not so. 
But these Bereans exhibited the same candor in 
testing the word, that they did in its reception. If 
the Scriptures sustained the apostle, they adopted 
his views ; if not, they rejected them. Thus they 
honored God, and exempted themselves from the 
charge of intolerance and superstition. 

This is the reception that should always be given 
to those who aim to reform a community, whether 
that reformation be universal, or whether it have 
feference only to a single doctrine or ordinance. 
Such a reception is all we ask for these Lectures. 
Such a reception is all Baptists ask anywhere. 
Those who hold the truth have nothing to fear from 
such a course. Respectful, candid, and patient at- 
tention, will enable them the more readily to de- 
tect sophistry and specious reasoning, and the study 
of the Bible will always expose what is unscriptural 
and erroneous. Moreover, tlx\s eo\tts>^\ia& iVio^ ^^ana- 
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tion of Jehovah, however much it may offend men. 
The Bible should be the test of all preaching. That 
man who desires to mak^ himself the umpire and 
final standard of appeal to his congregation, involves 
Wmself in a fearful responsibility, and virtually 
daims for himself infallibility. Yet some ministers 
appear offended if their authority is questioned, or 
if their preaching is tested by the Word of God. 
So did not Paul. Though inspired, he commended 
the course of those, who, instead of taking his say 
*> for it, examined the Scriptures for themselves, to 
we whether those things which he told them were 
80. To adopt a contrary course, and blindly follow 
a minister or priest, is downright Romanism ; and, 
if pursued universally, would arrest the progress of 
I the Gospel, and clog the wheels of Truth, and stamp 
&ror with an eternal immutability. 

What if the Hindoo, the Burman, and the Chi- 
nese follow their priests, and universally determine 
never to examine Christianity ! What if the Mo- 
hammedan, Romanist and Greek, follow their tea- 
*chers ? What if the Universalist, Infidel and Athe- 
ist, follow their champions ? And yet these have 
as much warrant to do this, as the Presbyterian, 
Methodist, or Baptist. No, my brethren, your 
minister is not to be the umpire or standard. 
There is but one who could say, ^' Folloio me P^ 
snd that was Christ We point y o\i lo TXvm, "^ <^ 

3* 
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direct you to His Word as the standard of your 
duty, and to His example as the pattern for your 
lives. If, in these Lectures, we say any thing that 
conflicts with this, reject it ; but if you find, on ex- 
amination, that these things which we preach are 
so, remember, the whole responsibility of rejecting 
not us, but the Word of God, and the meek and 
lowly Saviour, rests at your own door. 

If the conduct of the Bereans were universally 
imitated, what happy results would follow. How 
soon would Infidelity, and EiTor, and Superstition 
vanish, before the influence of sound reason and 
Scripture truth. What courtesy, and forbearance, 
and love, would be manifested among brethren who 
differ. How much more diligently would the Bible 
be studied, and how soon would the multitude of 
sects and parties disappear, and the Saviour's j^rayer 
that they all might be one, would be answered. 

The contrary course can benefit no one. If a 
man is in an error, no matter how trivial, it can do 
him no good to continue in that error. Especially, 
it can do him no good to dwarf his mind, and stunt 
his intellectual powers, in order that he may con- 
tinue in it unmolested. Yet this is the effect of 
refusing a candid investigation of the truth. Fur- 
ther, if a man has the truth, he will not fear inves- 
tigation, but rather court it " He that doeth the 
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truth Cometh to tlie light, that his deeds may be 
made manifest, that they are wrought in God.** 

If a pretended Reformer appears, there is no 
surer way of exposing the imposition, than the 
adoption of the example of the Bereans. But if a 
contrary course is pursued, it frequently leads to the 
exercise of a morbid sympathy toward those who 
hold injurious error. Now Baptists appear before 
the world as those who aim at a complete Reform. 
They appeal not to the sympathies, but to the con- 
sciences of men. They simply ask for the reception 
which the Bereans gave to those who sought to 
convert them from Judaism to Christianity. 



LECTURE in. 

THE WEAPONS OP THE RELIGIOUS REFORMER." 

2 Corinthians x. 4. — " For the weapons of our warfare 
are not carnal, but mighty through God to the pulling 
down of strongholds.'' 

Ever since the introduction of sin into the world, 
there has been an unremitting conflict between 
Truth and' Error. The earth has become a vast 
battle-ground ; the theatre of a mighty moral war- 
fare. Truth. and error are necessarily opposed, and 
whenever they come in contact, a fierce contest en- 
sues, which ends only when error is destroyed. 
This conflict is not, however, one of a physical 
kind ; nor should physical force be used in carry- 
ing it on. It is a moral warfare; and ultimate 
success can be secured only by the use of corres- 
ponding weapons. The advocates of error may- 
press into their service the carnal weapons, as in- 
deed they are always forced to do, in their vain 
efforts to sustain themselves, and successfully op- 
pose \hQ truth; but thus they only acknowledge 
their own weakness, and betray \\i^ \>^xx^^ qI 
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' cause, and insure in the end their own defeat, 
disciple of the truth needs no such weapons. 
knows that they can yield him no advantage, 
secure no permanent benefit ; but only encum- 
and embarrass him in the fight, and retard the 
e he seeks to advance. He feels that in order 
>e successful, he must use only those means 
ch God has appointed, and which He ean blesB. 
therefore appropriately adopts the language of 
text : ** For the weapons of our warfare are not 
lal, but mighty through God to the pulling 
m of strongholds." The theme of this Lecture 



The Weapons of the Religious Refobmer. 

!n conducting any enterprise, or eflfecting any 
•k, instruments are necessary ; implements adapt- 
to the end designed. The work of the Reform- 
is, in a great measure, a work of destruction. 

goes forth to demolish all that is opposed to 
th — all that prevents its free and rapid advance. 

is the pioneer, who is accounted " famous ac- 
ding as he lifts up the axe upon the thick trees."* 
ror is rather negative, than positive. Revelation 
s 'intended to enlighten man ; error, like a cloud, 
ervenes, to shut out its brilliant rays. Revela- 



Psalm Ixxxiv. &. 
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• 

tion was intended to make man liappy ; error in- 
fuses poison, and the ingredients of misery into it. 
Revelation was intended to make man free ; error 
rears her fortresses and strongholds, and makes him 
a captive in them. Now the work of the Reformer 
is to dissipate this cloud — to extract this poison — 
to pull down these strongholds. The work of 
Christ, the Great Reformer, was eminently a work 
of destruction. He was manifested that He might 
" destroy the works of the devil." Let us notice, 

I. The Strongholds which the Religious 
Reformer is called to demolish. 

1. Ignorance, All religious error is the offspring 
of ignorance and mistake. God is true, and His 
Word is true. No religious error can find any sup- 
port there. Yet we know that error does exist to 
a vast extent. How mighty, then, is this fortress, 
and how strong ! Look at the ignorance of heathen 
nations. See the ignorance of those who are under 
the dominion of the Papacy. Behold the lament- 
able ignorance of a vast majority of Protestants. 
Now the Reformer meets this stronghold wherever 
he undertakes to labor. He beholds wilful igno- 
rance of plainly revealed truths. He beholds one 
body of men wilfully ignorant of the views and 
j)ractice of another body which they condemn. He 
£nd3 himself misrepresented, m\s.\\Ti^^T^\.oc>4 ^wd 
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iposed, because men are entrenched in tbisBtrong- 
Ad. The Apostle Paul once found himself a tic- 
n of misrepresentations which had gained curren- 

simply through the inexcusable and wilful igno- 
nee of those who believed them. *^ Art not thou 
at Egyptian," he was asked, ^^ which, before these 
lya madest an uproar, and leddest out into the 
ildemess four thousand men that were murder-- 
•8 ?" The religious reformer is frequently assailed 
ith as absurd questions, betraying the wilful igno- 
ince of those who oppose him in his work. This 
;norance he labors to remove. 

2. Prejudice. Prejudices are generally in favor 
' that to which men are accustomed, and opposed 
i that which appears new to them. If men have 
aen accustomed to error, they love it on account 
r its antiquity ; and the inquiry too frequently is, 
3t, what is truth ? but, is it in accordance with 
ir prejudices ? is it what our fathers practiced ? 

it what they taught us? Men speak, too, of 
me-honored customs ; they forget that while errors 
lay be time-honored, truth is eternity-honored. 
his is a mighty stronghold. Its walls are of ad- 
mantine strength and of almost impenetrable thick- 
ass. Entrenched in this fortress, men are unap- 
roachable. The soundest logic, the strongest ar- 
uments, the most convincing proof, the fairest rea- 
mJag; all fail, all ai*e powerless, "^YAft ^\^Y^<&:^ 
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holds the mind within her grasp. The very work 
of the religious reformer brings him in direct con- 
tact with those customs which appeal most power- 
fully to men's prejudices. He aims to remove old 
errors ; but, in order to do this, he must first de- 
molish the stronghold in which they are entrenched. 
He aims to convince men that it is better to be 
the subjects of reason, than the slaves of prejudice. 
3. Self-interest. Many go with the crowd, mere- 
ly because it is to their present interest. After they 
are enlightened by truth, and after their old preju- 
dices are overcome, still, selfishness prevails ; and 
instead of doing that which they know to be right, 
and laboring to advance the truth, they prefer to 
act contrary to their own convictions. They per- 
ceive that the tnith is unpopular — that its advocacy 
will necessitate self-denial and sacrifice — that their 
temporal interests will suffer, and their names be 
cast out as evil. Now the religious reformer aims 
to make men benevolent ; he labors to make them 
willing to deny themselves and cheerfully suffer for 
the good of others and the sake of the truth. Self- 
ishness must be demolished, this mighty stronghold 
must be pulled down, ere the reformer can succeed 
in his work. Thus, the victims of error must be 
" driven from every refuge, and their hiding-places be 
destroyed, before they will be made free by the re- 
ception of the truth. 19ol\ce 
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. The Means by which this is Accom- 
lED. These are stated in the text negatively. 
.6 weapons of our warfare are not carnal." 
religious reformer does not invoke 
The Civil Power. He does not seek to force 
by legal enactments to embrace bis views, or 
fss attachment to his cause. He does not seek 
nite the Church with the State, or enforce his 
bings at the edge of the sword and the point of 
bayonet. He does not use persecution or op- 
tion of any kind. He does not use the author- 
f office, either civil or ecclesiastical. He does 
use the authority growing out of the domestic 
ions to force the consciences of those who are 
3ct to him, or compel them to adopt his views 
uth. He utterly renounces compulsion of every 
. The gibbet, the rack and the stake, are all 
irded by him. Here was one radical defect of 
Reformation of the sixteenth century. The 
arm was invoked, the State was united with 
Church, a political element was infused, and 
al weapons were used as freely by the Reformed 
rches in enforcing their dogmas, as by the Pa- 
' in maintaining its heresies. The thorough 
;ious reformer uses no such weapons. Neither 
. he employ 

. Calumny and Misrepresentation, In order 
}83 fully to combat the opmiona wv3l Ytwi^"c«^ A 

4 
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an opponent, individuals sometimes distort i 
falsify their views of truth. As we say sometinc 
they make men of straw, so that they can eai 
show their boldness by knocking them down ; 
to speak without a figure, they present an absi 
doctrine, which is inconsistent both with reason j 
revelation, falsely charge it on those whom they 
pose, and then eloquently declaim against it 
they misstate the arguments used by their op 
nents to sustain their views, and endeavor to m: 
the impression that they are but weak fanat 
or men laboring under mental imbecility. Or, tl 
openly slander them, and vilify their charact 
«^nd injure their reputation. And thus they la 
to bring into disrepute both the views and practi 
they oppose, and the persons who advocate th< 
All who persecute, love to have some pretext ; tl 
therefore first slander their victim, and then ; 
him to death. Thus it was with Jesus ; false v 
nesses rose up against him ; and though their te 
mony carried its refutation on its very face, it y 
made the pretext for his crucifixion. But the t 
rough religious reformer, having no desire to pei 
cute, needs no pretext for it ; he therefore disca 
calumny and misrepresentation. Neither does 
resort to 
A Flattery and Cunning Artifices. He appc 
A^ to sinful passions, aa pnde^ 2t.^Q^yl^A0Ti^%k^l•\^ 



THOBOUOH BBFORMEBS. 39 

gence and a desire f(« worldly honor. YThis is often 
done in order to advance a sect or party. * Our 
denomination,'' it is urged, " is the most popular — it 
nnmbers more than any other — it has more wealth. 
Oor church is the most respectable — ^it embraces 
the most learned and talented men ; therefore we 
tte right." ** It will be to your interest to join 
GOT church, because it is the church of the place." 
Kow all such motives as these must be classed 
^•Dg the carnal weapons. They appeal to self- 
tthness. The true reformer makes no such appeals, 
vges no such motives, wields no such weapons : 
''For the weapons of his war&re are not carnal." 

Such weapons are impotent, and worse than use- 
less, in seeking to advance the truth. If a man be- 
comes an honest and faithful follower of the truth, 
it must be for the truth's sake, and not to avoid 
persecution, or reproach, or unpopularity. Such 
weapons can never pull down the strongholds of 
error, but rather render them more impregnable. 
Persecution will never enlighten the mind of the ig- 
norant, misrepresentation will never remove preju- 
dice, and flattery will never demolish selfishness. 
And further, such weapons only recoil on the heads 
of those who use them. It is an immutable decree 
of Jehovah, that ** they who take the sword shall 
perish with the sword." We have a striking illus- 
tratioB of this in the burning ol CtMvm^'^ ws.^ 
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Rogers. We have been taught to sympathise with 
them in their martjr-deaths at the stake ; and that 
sympathy we would not check, for they were cru- 
elly persecuted. But we would at the same time 
recognise in their sufferings a fulfihnent of Christ's 
words, " With what measure ye mete, it shall be 
measured to you again." The hands of both of 
them had been stained with the blood of Joan 
Boucher, a noble-minded and pious female, who, 
in the reign of the youthful Edwai'd, was commit- 
ted to the flames for the sin of being a Baptist. 
" Cranmer is said by Fox to have been most urgent 
with the young king to affix the sign manual to 
the cruel document. The youthful king hesitated. . 
Cranmer argued from the law of Moses, by which 
blasphemers were to be stoned to death. With 
tears, but unconvinced, the royal signature was ap- 
pended. Rogers also thought that she ought to be 
put to death, and when urged with the cruelty of 
the deed, replied, * that burning alive was no cruej 
death, but easy enough,' "* God has shown, in 
an unmistakable manner, his disapprobation of 
carnal weapons. 

While the reformer deprecates the use of these 
means, there are weapons employed by him which 



* Keligious Liberty, its Struggles and Triumphs, p. 
110. 
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are ** mighty, through God, to the pulling down of 
strongholda." Among these we notice, 

1. The Word of God. This is the double-edged 
Bword of the* Spirit This is the grand weapon 
which is to cut its way through all error. It al- 
ways has been successful, and always will be. 
Those only have been successful reformers, who 
have used this as their great weapon. Look at the 
Great Reformer ; when he went forth to encounter, 
in the wilderness, the arch adversary of truth, how 
^d he vanquish him ? Though all the hosts of 
heaven were ready to do his bidding, and drag Sa- 
tan back to his pnson, He disdained to exert phys- 
"ical force. He used this great weapon ; and every 
assault of the Tempter was Repelled by the calm re- 
ply, " It is written — it is written — it is written." 
When the apostles went forth, the Scriptures was 
the instrument with which they overcame the op- 
position of Judaism. And what gave rise to the 
Reformation in the sixteenth century ? Why, a 
poor monk found a Bible, and in his cell made it 
his study. Happy would it have been for tho 
world, if the reformers of that ago had been guided 
exclusively by its holy precepts. Discarding tradi- 
tion, and every human invention, the thorough re- 
ligious reformer makes the Bible both his text-book 
and test-book. 
^. Candor and Affection. He Isik^^ ^iwi^ \si 
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ascertain accurately the views of those whose errors 
he ^ould correct, giving them credit for the truth 
they hold, and acknowledging their excellenoes 
wherever they exist. His work is not to destroy 
their lives, their liberties, or their reputations, hut 
their errors. He therefore speaks the truth in love, 
and seeks not theirs but theno. His great wish is 
to benefit them ; and, like the blessed Redeemer, 
who could mingle His tears of compassion with 
his denunciations against sin, the reformer boldly 
and sternly denounces error, yet cherishes ardent 
affection for those who are out of the way. He 
also employs 

3. Sound Reason, He appeals not to passion 
or prejudice, but to the understanding. He is able 
to give a reason for every thing he attempta. He 
shows the fitness of things, and their propriety ; he 
invites the exercise of the judgment of those whom 
he addresses. Instead of regarding men as brutes, 
who are to be driven by force, he recognizes them^ 
as rational, intelligent beings, who are to be oon- 
vinced, and persuaded, and moved by mental and 
moral power. It is much to be regretted that this 
weapon is being abandoned, in many instances, by 
the professed friends of the gospel of Christ, and 
that many affect to exalt their pretended reverence 
for the Word of God, by disdaining metaphysical 
reasoning. This Was not tia^ coMtfe^ y^^^^^ V| 
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the primitive reformers. Christ and the apostles 
were great reasoners ; especially is this true of the 
apostle Paul. Who can read his epistles to the 
early churches, without being struck with the force 
of his reasoning? Rationalistic infidelity cannot 
stand before the reformer who is well skilled in the 
use of this weapon. 

These are the weapons of the reformer. With 
these he goes forth to attack the strongholds of sin, 
and raze to the ground the giant fabric of error. 
To be successful even in advancing the truth, we 
must use only the divinely appointed n^eans ; for 
wherever the opposite course has been pursued, the 
most disastrous results have followed. Truth is 
only trammelled and retarded by the use of any 
but the heaven-approved weapons. 

These weapons, only, have been used by Baptists. 
They have never figured on the historic page as 
persecutors. Though the subjects of bitter oppres- 
sion and cruel persecutions themselves, it has been 
their glory to truthfully exclaim, " The weapons of 
our warfare are not carnal, but mighty through 
God to the pulling down of strongholds !" 



LECTURE IV. 

THE FIRST FEATURE OF TIIE REFORM AT WHICH BAFTIBIS 
AIM — TUE EXALTATION OF THE WORD OP GOD ABOYE TRA- 

Diriox. 

Matlbew xr. C. — " Thus have ye made the command- 
ment of God of none effect by your tradition." 

Every Reform in religion, presupposes the ex- 
istenco of errors, evil in their tendencies and results, 
which have gradually crept into ecclesiastical o^ 
ganizations, and which need to be removed in or- 
der that such organizations may become pure and 
scriptural. A Reform is not the introduction of a 
new system of religion, but rather the revival of 
the old system, and the assertion of its supremacy 
over the innovations of men. It is not a move- 
ment based on the pretended reception of a new 
revelation, conflicting with previous ones from an 
unchanging Jehovah, but it is the enforcement of 
the commands and precepts which have already 
been revealed, but which have been obscured, and 
invalidated, and made of none effect by human tra- 
dition. 

Thus it WSLS with the G:rea\. IB-el^xtci \\i\xci^\x^\ 
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y Jesus Christ. He declared that he came not to 
iestroy the law, but to fulfil it In the prosecution 
f his mission, he utterly disregarded the religious 
lies which owed their origin to mere human in- 
dention, and, by a studied non-observance of the 
raditions of the Jewish rabbis, he constantly ex- 
libited his disapprobation of them. At the same 
ime, he taught principles, which, if carried out, 
►vould restore the supremacy of God's law, and ef- 
fectually remove every vestige of this usurpation of 
iuthority by man. This course brought down 
ipon him the displeasure of those who were wed- 
ied to the rites of tradition, while they neglected 
the more important commands of God. They 
iJierefore came to expostulate with him in reference 
bo the course pursued by him, saying, " Why do thy 
iisciples transgress the tradition of the elders!" 
But Jesus, in reply, asked them a far more perti- 
nent and weighty question : " Why do you also 
transgress the commandment of God by your tra- 
dition ?" and then, after citing a case in point, he 
charged them, in the words of the text, with mak- 
ing void the law of God, by substituting their un- 
Bcriptural observances for His divine commands : — 
" Thus have ye made the commandment of God of 
none effect by your tradition.*' 

There exists to-day a body ot C\im\Xa»a»^^V^ 
ire labonng to effect the same "kind ol t^oxtcl ^& 
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that in which the blessed Saviour was engagedy 
more than eighteen hundred years ago. TYiBt 
body, though designated since the days of Chris* 
by various names, is known, at the jiresent time, \>y 
the name of Baptists. The theme of this, and &o^' 
eral succeeding Lectures will be, 

The DiSTiNGuisHiNtt Features of that R:^" 

TOBM IN WHICH BAPTISTS ARE ENGAGED. 

Many persons suppose, that the only differen^^ 
between Baptists and other evangelical denomin^^ 
tions, is respecting the mode and subjects of ba^p* 
tisift. This is, indeed, the principal external diffis^ 
ence: but this difference exhibits the adhiBrenc^y 
on the part of Baptists, to a great and important 
principle, which is involved in their action, and 
which they believe to be violated by those who dif- 
fer from them in this matter. An illustration d 
their position is found in the text and its connec- 
tion. The washing of a person's hands before eat- 
ing, was, in itself, a small matter; but it in- 
volved, in this instance, a sinful obtruding of hu- 
man tradition in the place of divine commands. 
This is just the principle that is involved in the 
practice of infant sprinkling. We announce, then, 
as the first feature of the Reform in which Bap- 
tlsts are eng&gedy 
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3%« Exaltation of the Ward of God above 
^aditiany in all Matters of Religious Duty, 

tlliere has always been a conflict between Di- 
^^6 revelation and human tradition ; and yet the 
*<i vocates of the latter have almost invariably en- 
^^a.vored to reconcile it with the former, and thus 
tt© Word of God is often distorted in vain efforts 
^ xnake it support that which is of merely human 
®^^gin. (The ultimate effect of these efforts is to 
^i-Vide the Bible against itself, and to cause it to 
^^ ntterl/ disregarded as the standard of appeal 
'^^ siatters of religious duty. It was thus with 
^'^e traditions of the Jewish elders. Those who 
^^llowed them, and practised their rites, ceased to 
^^gard the Scriptures which they possessed as the 
Btauadard of duty ; they became a dead letter, and 
ttie tradition of the elders — ^not the Scriptures — 
"Was the authority they cited for their support. 
^' For God commanded, saying, Honor thy father 
and mother ; and he that curseth father or moth- 
er, let him die the death. But ye say, Whoso- 
ever shall say to his father or his mother, It is a 
gift by whatsoever thou mightest be profited by 
me, and honor no't his father or his mother, he 
shall be free. Thus have ye made the command- 
ment of God of none effect by your tradition." 

The same result followed, when the disciples 
listeDad to the voice o{ tradition. On oiJkft ^^ss^ 
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aion Christ said, in reference to John, " If I will 
that he tarry till I come, what is that to thee V^ 
Tradition immediately distorted the question into 
an assertion : " Then went that saying abroad 
among the brethren, that that disciple should not 
die."* Here Tradition uttered a falsehood, and 
taught, as usual, a lie. 

It is thus, also, in reference to the Church ol 
Borne. Tradition after tradition has been re- 
ceived, human invention after human invention 
has been adopted, until* it becomes dangerous to 
the interests of that church to permit her deluded 
members to read God's Word — so directly are 
ffer traditions opposed to that Word. And, in 
order to sustain herself, she vainly arrogates to 
herself infallibility, and exalts herself above the 
Bible, and makes the commandment of G-od of 
none effect by her tradition. The will of the 
Pope, and the decisions of councils, are made the 
standards of appeal, and the Bible is a dead let* 
ter. And yet this same church, in all her cor- 
ruption, endeavors to reconcile her traditions, in 
some instances, with the Bible ;' but, in order to 
do it, she distorts and invents Scripture to suit 
herself. As an evidence, look at the following 
question and answer from a Catechism, recently 

♦ John X3a. W, 1%. 
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il uiia*odaced into Gatholio schools, as a substituta 
for the Bible : 

"Q. Can the souls in purgatory be relieved by 
our prayers and other good works ? 

^'A. Yes ; being the children of God, and still 
i&einbers of the church, they share in the commu- 
nion of the saints ; and tJte Scripture says : ^ It 
is a holy and a wholesome thought to pray for the 
dead, that they may be loosed from their sins.' " 

On what does the Papacy rest to support its 
penances, and image-worship, and prayers to the 
Baints, and priestly absolutions, and, in short, its 
very existence ? I replv in one word. Tradition, 
Let the Bible become her standard, and she would 
cease to exist. She has made almost eyery\ com- 
mandment of God of none effect by her tradition. 
Thus it is, also, with Protestant Pedobaptist 
ohurchcs. Tradition is the basis on which infant 
i^rinkling rests. We look in vain for any com- 
mand in reference to it in the Bible ; the Scrip- 
tures utter not a word in support of it The 
most able Pedobaptists have themselves admitted 
this. Says Dr. Woods, an eminent Pedobaptist : 
" Whatever may have been the precepts of Christ, 
or his apostles, to those who enjoyed their per- 
sonal instructions, it is plain there is ru) express 
precept respecting infant baptism in our sacred 
writings. The proof) then, that iniwi\.\i«5HhsaiL\^ 
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s diyine institation, must be made out some other 
way."* He says further 1 " The want of an ex* 
press, positive command of Scripture that in&nts 
should be baptized, is not to be considered as m 
valid objection against ^nfant baptism.^f 

It is here plainly admitted that there is no 
command for infant baptism in the Word of God. 
But we do not need these admissions to sub^ 
stantiatc our assertion. We simply appeal to ths 
Bible itself If it was there, we could see it for 
ourselves. We ask any one to show us the first 
instance of the sprinkling of an infant, or any 
command to administer baptism to infants. It 
eannot be found. Thousands of dollars have been 
offered for the production of a single text, author- 
ising the practice; but these premiums have 
never been claimed. On what, then, does it rest? 
I reply on Tradition, Dr. Woods says that au- 
thority for it " may be afforded particularly by 
an uTvwritten tradition.^'* It is a human inven- 
tion, having no higher authority than that of man. 
It is one of the traditions which the Protestant 
Beformers brought from Home. It is the main 
"pillar'* on which Popery rests; for, if you take 
sway the baptism of infants, Home would soon 



* Lectores on Infant Baptism, p. 10, II. 
f Ibid, p. 17. 
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fiJL Its defence neoessitates Bomisb argaments; 
ind instances are not wanting where Pedobaptists, 
in combatting Romanists, have either boon com- 
pelled to use argoments fatal to thcur own prac- 
tices, or else be defeated.* And it is a matter of 

* This is strikingly illustrated in the celebrated Let- 
ters of "Kfrwan" (Rev. Dr. Murray, a Protestant Pedo- 
baptist,) to Bishop Hughes. He says : " Once secure a 
joBt and scriptural view of the character of a true minis- 
ter of Christ, and of the great end of a gospel ministry^ 
and the whole frame-work of popery vanishes." " A 
true minister is one who, with the love of God and of 
the salvation of men filling his soul, goes out into all the 
ways which providence opens before him, preaching or- 
corywhere, as did Peter and Paul, ' repentance towards 
God, and fiuth in our Lord Jesus Christ.' He has only 
one object — to lead men to the knowledge of the truth. 
He goes out with an open Bible, to expound it, praying 
that the Holy Spirit may so apply its truths to the hearts 
of his hearers, that they may be created anew in Christ 
Jesus unto good works. To those who believe j he admin' 
titers the rite of baptism, and, as God gives him opportur 
nity, he administers the Lord's Supper to the faithM, 
for the purpose of commemorating the death of Christy 
nntll he comes the second time without sin unto salva- 
tion. Such were the ministers of Christ before the rise 
of popery ; and such only are the true ministers of Christ 
now." — Ktrwan^s Letters to Bishop Hughes, Second 
Series, p. 90, 91. 

No intelligent reader need be reminded that this is 
language utterly at variance with Pedobixplvb^ t^^Vv^^ 
Mndpractioe. 
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history, that Protestant arguments against Bap- 
tists have often been used by Romanists against 
Protestants themselves. Says the President of 
the famous Council of Trent — a Roman Catholic 
Pope — speaking of the Baptists: "And surely, 
how many soever have written against this heresy, 
whether they were Catholics or Reformers, they 
were able to overthrow it, not so much by the tes- 
timony of the Scriptures, as by the authority of 
the Church." And Bayle, in his Critical Diction- 
ary, says that the Protestants were obliged to 
meet the Baptists with arguments which were 
turned against them by the papists. Dr. Woods 
furnishes us an illustration of this assertion. He 
says : " It is unquestionable, that the knowledge 
of some extraordinary events of providence, or of 
some divine injunctions, may be as truly and as 
certainly communicated in this way, [by an un- 
written tradition,] as in others ; and we should, 
in many cases, consider a man, who should refrise 
to admit the truth and authority of a tradition, to 
be as unreasonable, as if Jhe should refuse to ad- 
mit the authority of written or printed records.'** 
Now I ask if this is not giving up to Rome all she 
claims ? " We should consider a man who should 
refase to admit the authority of tradition, to be 

• Lectures oa Infant lSa.^\.\am, ^. Yl • 
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M unreasonable as if he should refuse to admit the 

authority of written or printed records !" Will 

not Archbishop Hughes say *' Amen ^' to that ? 

Aiid,on what kind of traditionary authority does 

in&nt sprinkling rest ? Why, upon the same as 

every other corruption of Eome ; and if Romish 

tradition be followed in this case, why not in all 

others ? Thus, we have clearly shown that infant 

crinkling requires Romish arguments. Now the 

fflmple reason of this is, that, like the other rites 

of Popery, it is founded in tradition. 

Further, the commandment of God is made of 
none effect by this tradition. God has given ex- 
press and plain commands, in reference to every 
duty and ordinance. He has commanded believ- 
ers to be baptized; he has extended the com- 
mand to none others. Those baptized in infancy, 
in the majority of cases, grow up in unbelief, and 
never become believers. But where they do be- 
come converts, they are taught, by the tradition 
of the church, that their infant baptism is suffi- 
cient, and they are not expected to be baptized 
after believing. And even when persons sprinkled 
in infancy are led, by the study of the Bible, to 
desire baptism after they have believed, strong ef- 
forts are always made to dissuade them from it, 
and they are often compelled to go to the Baptists 
in order to be baptized: These ihinga ^T(i oi «^«3dl 



64 BAPTISTS 

eommon oocorrence, that it is unnecessary to re- 
late instances in proo£ Thus the Word of God 
is made of no effect. 

Again, Pedobaptists, like the Jewish elders, 
endeavor to reconcile their tradition with the 
Word of God. Look at their reasoning : " Who- 
soever shall say to his father or his mother, It is 
a gift by whatsoever thou mightest be profited by 
me, and Jwnor not his father or his motJier^ he 
shall be free." Pedobaptists say : " If any per- 
son be sprinkled in infancy, and he not baptized 
after they believe^ it is sufficient." There is an 
exact parallel. Here you perceive the reasonings 
of men, in both instances, though opposed to the 
express command of God, are made the standard, 
instead of His Word. Would it not sound 
strange to hear a Pedobaptist minister urge his 
people to simply follow the teaching and example 
of Christ, in reference to baptism ? Yet this is 
right; but this comes directly in contact with 
their tradition. 

Now Baptists are opposed to tradition, any 
where and every where; whether they find it in 
the Church of Eome, or in Protestant churches* 
They aim to elevate the Word of God above tra- 
dition, as the standard of duty in all places. It 
is professedly the grand doctrine of Protestant- 
Msm — which Protestants tkema^V?^^ Vi^-^^ ^%2cv^ 
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doned — ^that Baptists steadily maintain. They 
aim to bring all to this standard. They, them- 
selves, have always adhered to the Bible. Did 
any one ever hear of Baptists being charged with 
following tradition? The charge would be ridic- 
ulously absurd; for they have always opposed 
tradition as a guide in matters of religious duty. 

From these remarks it will be perceived, that 
while the subjects and mode of baptism is the 
external ground of difference between Baptists 
and others, that difference involves a great prin- 
ciple ; and the primary question, is not. Shall in- 
fents be baptized ? but, whether God's Word or 
Tradition shall be our guide. God has uttered 
His will in the matter. That will we follow, as 
we find it in his Word. Those who oppose us, 
by their own showing, follow tradition. We are 
laboring to effect a Reform. In doing so we re- 
fer all to the Bible. We assert its supremacy 
above all human teaching, our own, as well as 
that of others. 

This, then, is a prominent feature of the Re- 
form in which Baptists are engaged. And, I ob- 
serve, it is most important and necessary. Espe- 
cially is it necessary 

1. In combating error. If tradition be al- 
lowed in one particular, who will prohibit it in 
another? BomaniBm is gaining ^o\m^ Vci^Sm]^ 
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country ; it is a religion of tradition. Who will 
oppose it ? Those who are themselves trammel- 
led by tradition ? To every argument they can 
retort, as they have done, " Where do you get 
your iflrfknt sprinkling ?" The most staunch Ro- 
manist asks nothing more than the adoption of 
the principle, contained in the language already 
quoted, of a Protestant Pedobaptist in support of 
infant sprinkling ; " We should consider a man 
who should refuse to admit the truth and author- 
ity of tradition, to be as unreasonable as if he 
should refuse to admit the truth of written or 
printed records." No Pedobaptist can consist- 
ently oppose Romanism. There is no consistent 
position between the Romish and the Baptist 
church. Tradition leads to the one — the Word 
of God to the other. Infidelity and Rationalism, 
also, are rearing their heads in our midst, and who 
shall meet them ? Their cry is, " Priestcraft, and 
ministerial dictation!" Who shall meet them? 
Those who suffer their ministers to toll them what 
to believe, and to dictate whether thoy shall inves- 
tigate a subject or not ? No I but those who are 
prepared, by an independent investigation, and a 
manly appeal to the Bible, to show the falsity of 
their charges. This feature of Reform is neces- 
«arj 
2. To tke purity of tlic Church, "^q ot^o^.- 
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sation can be pare, without a pure standard. Tra- 
dition is liable to perversion ; there is no certainty 
about it. To-daj it assumes one position , to- 
morrow an opposite one. Thus it has ever been. 
The Church of Kome, though claiming infallibili- 
ty, has constantly changed her ground of action, 
because governed by the variable standard of Tra- 
dition. This is no less true of Protestant Pedo- 
bi^tism. To-day, infants are sprinkled on one 
grcAind ; to-morrow that ground is abandoned, and 
another, directly opposite to it, is urged, as a rea- 
son for administering the rite. Anon, both these 
are abandoned, and a new position, with a new set 
of arguments, is introduced. Can the church be 
pure with such a contradictory guide as Tradition ? 
Never ! 

Finally, I inquire. Does the charge of the text 
Ke against any of my Christian brethren ? If you 
have neglected baptism since you believed, because 
you were sprinkled in infancy, it most assuredly 
does. Your sprinkling rests on Tradition. The 
Bible says, " He that believeth and is baptized, 
shall be saved." " Repent and be baptized, every 
one of you." If, because sprinkled in infancy, 
you refuse now to obey Christ, we say to you, in 
His own truthful language, " Thus have ye made 
the commandment of God of none eflfect by your 
tradition P' 



LECTUEE V. 

mB SECOND FEATURE OF THE llEFOBM IN WHICH BAFTIBTS 
▲BE ENGAGED — ^THE BESTOBATION OF THE SFIBITUALITr 

OF Christ's kingdom. 

John xviii. 36.—" M7 kingdom is not of this world," 

There was much misapprehension^ daring the 
ministry of Christ on the earth, concerning the 
nature of that kingdom which he was about to ea* 
tablish. It was most generally supposed, that it 
would be a temporal kingdom, differing from oth- 
ers only in its superior external splendor, its bril- 
liant warlike achievements, and its universal ex- 
tent. It was this false idea that so perplexed 
Herod, at the announcement of the birth of the 
infant Saviour. It was this i^se idea that led 
the Jews to reject their Messiah, when he ap- 
peared among them in the character of the meek 
and lowly One. It was this false idea that led 
the disciples, just before the ascension of Christ, 
to ask, <' Lord, wilt thou at this time restore again 
the kingdom to Israel ?^' 
The principles to wbicli tli^ &^V\o\&x \t;K^^ \iV 



THOBOUGH BEFORBIEBS. 69 

I 

terance, were calotilated to remove these &lse im« 
pressions from the minds of aU who had imbibed 
them. He taught His followers to cherish a spirit 
of self-denial, and humility, and peace. Every 
act of His life, and every word of His lips, bore tes- 
timony to the fact, that He came not to set up an 
earthly empire, but a spiritual kingdom; and 
when He uttered the words of the text, "my 
kingdom is not of this world," He simply gave an 
exposition of the principles He had been teaching 
during his life. 

When the apostles were enlightened by the 
Holy Spirit on the day of Pentecost, they under- 
stood perfectly the nature of this declaration; 
and hence, they admitted none into visible mem- 
bership into the gospel kingdom, but those who 
gave evidence of repentance, and faith in Christ. 
They taught that the church of which Jesus is 
the Head, was a spiritual organization, composed 
not of those who came into it by hereditary de- 
scent, but of those who were bom of the Spirit. 
But there has been a departure from these princi- 
ples ; and organizations now exist, under the de- 
signation of Christian churches, which aim to 
unite the church and the world, and introduce the 
impious, and ungodly, and pro&ne, into Christ's 
kingdom — ^thus reversing His declaration, that 
HiB ^' kingdom is not of iluB woiW^ k^\&s^ 



Ik'. 
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tbis innoyatioD Baptists strenuously protest We 
announco, then, as the Secofid Feature of the Be- 
form in which Baptists are engaged, 

The Restoration of the SpiritttaMty of Christ^i 
Kingdom, 

Let us inquire here, How is it, that the princi- 
ple expressed in the text came to be violated ? 
How does it happen, that others than those pos- 
sessing the qualifications demanded by the G-ospel| 
come to have a place in Christ's professedly visible 
kingdom ? How comes it to pass, that what is 
professedly Christ's church, is the receptacle of 
th^ godless and the vile '? I reply, simply through 
the introduction of the unscriptural rite of infwt 
baptism. So long as the church followed the di- 
rection of her Lord, and baptized into her mem- 
bership only those who gave evidence of faith, so 
long she retained her spirituality; but when she 
permitted tradition to add to the Word of God, 
and received into her membership infants, who 
grew up in sin and unbelief, then her spirituality 
was exchanged for worldliness — then she intro- 
duced a traitor into the citadel, who betrayed her 
into the hands of her enemies. In contending, 
then, for the baptism of believers only, we aim 
Mi the restoration of the pTm(iV:^\ft ex?gt^«aft^ Vj 
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Ae Saviour in the words of the text : " My king- 
dom is not of this world." I shall endeavor to 
show, 

I. That Infant Baptism tends to tlic Violation 
ff this Principle. It is an undeniable fact, that 
all Pedobaptist churches have contended that in- 
fents are proper subjects for membership in the 
church, and therefore should be baptized. There 
are two opinions, however, as to the grounds of 
in&nt baptism. Some contend that the infants of 
professed believers should be baptized because 
they *re already members of the church, by their 
natural birth, while others contend that they 
should be baptized in order to make them mem- 
bers. All Pedobaptists, however, agree, that in- 
puts are proper subjects for church membership, 
and by baptism they receive such to their mem- 
bership. This is true, not only of the Church of 
Borne, but of all the Protestant Pedobaptist de- 
nominations, as can easily be shown by their Con- 
fessions of Faith and writings on the subject. 

The Episcopal minister, at the baptism of an 
infant says : " We receive this child into the con- 
gregation of Christ's flock." The Presbyterian 
Confession of Faith says : " The visible church 
consists of all those throughout the world that pro- 
fess the true religion together with their chil- 

6 
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dren.^'* We are told again, that " Baptism is a 
sacrament," ^^ whereby the parties baptized ar9 
solemnly admitted into the visible church, "f 
" All baptized persons are members of the church, 
are under its care, and subject to its government 
and discipline, and when tliey have arrived at 
years of discretion^ they are bound to perform ail 
the duties of church members. "{ 

This is the doctrine of all Pedobaptist de- 
nominations. Those baptized in infancy are con- 
sidered as sustaining the relation of members. 
The propriety of this relation is urged in ^every 
possible way. Says one writer, " Infants may be 
the disciples of Christ. A disciple is a scholar ; 
this is the meaning of the word. And a child is 
a scholar before he learns his lesson, as well as 
afterwards. He is reckoned a scholar when he is 
committed to the care of the instructor, or has 
his name put down with those who belong to the 
school, whether he puts his name down himself^ 
or whether his parents put it down for him. The 
church is the school of Christ. The names of all 
those to whom Q-od's gracious covenant [baptism] 



* Wefitminster Confession, chap. xxv. sec. 2. 
t Larger Catechism, Question 165. 
i Discipline of the Fresbyteriaa Church In the United 
States, chap. 1. sec. 7. 



THOBOUOH REFORMBBS. 63 

is applied, belong upon tfae records of the cliarch.^'* 
Here it is plainly taught that infants, bv their 
baptism, are not only admitted into the church, 
kt actually made disciples K>f Christ. Surcly» 
Mr. Arnold had forgotten what Christ said, when 
ke wrote the above : " If any man will be my dis- 
eiple, let him deny himself, and take np his cross, 
and follow me." However, I did not introduce 
this extract to combat it in this place, but simply 
to show that Pedobaptists contend for infant mem- 
bership. 

Another writer says : " This relation of chil- 
dren to the church is generally represented, by 
the most respectable authors, as infant member* 
ship. Against this I can see no valid objections. 
In a very important, though in a very qualified 
sense, baptized children may be considered as in- 
fimt members of the Christian church."! 

Says Dr. McDowell : " By baptism children be- 
come members of Christ's visible church." He 
says again, " Children, by baptism, are brought 
under the watch-care of the church, and become 
the subjects of its wholesome discipline. "{ 

From these quotations, (and they might bo in- 

* A Discourse on the Proper Subjects of Christian 
Baptism, by Rev. Samuel Arnold, p. 10, 11. 
t Rev. Dr. Woods, Lectures on Infant Baptism, p. 170, 
/ Theology, vol n. p. 493, 494. 
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creased indefinitely,) it will be clearly seen that 
infants become members of Pedobaptist churches 
by baptism ; and these infants are the constituent 
elements of which these churches are composed. 
Having thus been admitted members in infancy, 
they retain their connection with the church after 
they are grown up, however vicious and abandoned 
they may become. Though they are sometimes 
guilty of such vile crimes as to require their 
exclusion from society, and their confinement in 
the penitentiary, still they are not excluded from 
the church ; and though they sometimes die un- 
der the hand of the public executioner, without 
any evidences of repentance, they die as members 
of the church into which they were baptized. Is 
not this uniting the church and the world " until 
death doth them part ?" 

Although these remarks apply, more particu- 
larly, to national churches — all of which are Pe- 
dobaptist — as the Romish, Greek, Lutheran and 
English Episcopal, who all receive and retain in- 
fant members, however vicious they may become, 
yet the same is true, in some sense, of all other 
Pedobaptist churches. Dr. Woods, speaking of 
the duty of the church to its infant members says : 
" On the question whether the church ever ought, 
bj a public act, to cut off those who give evidence 
of obstinate impiety, theie \i2j^ft \»^^Ti ^^fvssv^ 
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Opinions." " It is, in my view, utterly inexpedi- 
ent to attempt to fib^ upon any particular age, at 
which those who were baptized in infancy, and 
who exhibit no evidence of piety, are to be aban- 
doned by the church, as those for whom no farther 
efforts are to be made. For, suppose you fix upon 
the age of eighteen, or twenty, or twenty-one : 
who can be sure that a youth at that age, though 
without any evidence of regeneration, may not be 
in a state of mind, which is more susceptible of 
good impressions, and which affords more hope of 
salvation, than at any period of his life before ? 
Now if any person should be in this state, and the 
church should adopt a principle like what I have 
referred to, they must forthwith exclude such a 
person from all the advantages of their Christian 
friendship ; and they must do this at a time when 
those advantages would be most highly prized." 
" We are not to attend to present appearances ; 
but are to consider the forbearance and long-suf- 
fering of God, and the multiplied instances in 
which his grace has visited those who had long 
lived in sin, and who, in human apprehension, had 
been fitted for destruction. And when those who 
have been devoted to God in baptism, wander far 
and long from the path of duty, and show fearful 
symjptoms of obduracy, we are not quickly to de- 
spair of their /salvation, but axe to faVLOi^ 'Odl^^sl 

6* 
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with every effort which the sincerest love can. dic- 
tate. And when no other effort seems to promise 
any good, we are to abound in prayer, relying on 
the * infinite grace of Grod, and earnestly hoping 
that our prayers will prevail, and that our child- 
ren will at length be persuaded to consider their 
ways, and turn to the Lord."* 

From this it will . be perceived that those who 
are made members of Pedobaptist churches in in- 
fancy continue such when grown up — that they 
are not to be excluded, no matter how ungodly 
they become, so long as hopes may be entertained 
of their conversion ; or, in other words, so long as 
they live. This, we know, is the practice of Pedo- 
baptists universally. Is not this uniting the 
church and the world ? 

Now let it be remembered, that I have thus &,r 
confined my remarks to the effects of infant mem- 
bership where only the children of professedly 
pious parents are admitted into the church by 
their baptism in infancy. How much more pal- 
pable does this evil appear, when we extend our 
observation to the practice — which exists, to a 
greater or less extent in almost every Pedobaptist 
community — of baptizing the children of uncon- 
verted parents. The majority of Pedobaptists do 

* Lectures on Infant Baptism, p. VI W\^. 
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not reqiDure piety as a condition in the parents, 
bat simply a desire to have their children chris- 
tened. There is nothing in the standards of any 
Pedobaptist church that actually prohibits the 
baptism of chOdren of unconverted parents. The 
Pre8b3rterian Confession of Faith appears to pre- 
scribe limits, but it does not actually do so, nor 
is it so understood by the ministry of that church. 
Says Dr. McDowell, ^^ Seeing that a person by 
baptism has become a member of the visible 
dinrdi, although destitute of piety, and although 
he gives the church no evidence of visible piety, 
jet on what ground, or in what way can he be 
kept back from baptism for his child ? I answer, 
let him be seriously and solemnly told the nature 
of baptism,'^ etc. " If this were properly done, it 
would have a great effect in keeping back many im- 
proper persons."* I might, if it were necessary, 
famish instances where Presbyterian ministers 
have baptized the children of unconverted parents 
without the least hesitation. But the worst fea- 
ture of all is, that in some cases unconverted per- 
sons are urged to bring their children to baptism. 
Suppose, however, that in all cases, none but the 
children of truly pious parents were admitted to 
infant baptism and membership — ^would this rc- 

♦ Theology, vol. ii. p. 484. 
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move the evil ? Are such children any bejiter 
than others ? No ; for, like all others, they are 
bom with carnal and depraved natures. They are 
of the world — they belong to it; and notwith- 
standing their religious parentage, they are " chil- 
dren of wrath, even as others," until regenerated 
by the Holy Spirit. As they advance toward 
maturity, they exhibit the same enmity to GJod, 
and the same evil passions, and the same sinfdl 
inclinatiqns manifested by others. Some of them 
become notoriously vile ; yet they are not to be 
excluded, but they retain their membership, into 
which they were brought in their infancy, and con- 
tinue in it to the day of their death. 

Now this is directly opposed to Christ's decla- 
ration : " My kingdom is not of this world." It is 
directly opposed to the practice of the apostles. 
It is directly opposed to the New Testament de- 
scription of church members. They are there de- 
scribed as a spiritual seed, lively stones, called to 
be saints, sincere believers. But are baptized in- 
fants of this description ? Do they possess the 
qualities which in the New Testament are invari- 
ably ascribed to church members ? By no means. 
And yet they are received into what are profess- 
edly New Testament churches ; and thus the spir- 
ituality of Christ's kingdom has been destroyed 
hy infant baptism. "T\x<i ^^ai^ ^i Q.\^t^ 
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bought with His blood, and ordained by Him to 
•be the fold of His sheep, the homo of the renewed, 
in die world but not of it, has been robbed of its 
fane design, by being converted into a common re- 
o^tacle for the pure and the impure — a great 
drag-net, inclosing all alike. ^' 

Infant baptism tends directly to amalgamate 
the church with the world. It is by meand of 
this, that the Church of Eome has spread her 
baneful influence oyer so many nations. This is 
abundantly evident from the fact, that through 
tiie christening of children she has made whole 
nations nominally Christian, teaching just what 
all other churches who baptize infants teach, that 
by their baptism they are made members of the 
dburch of Christ. Thus do Protestant Pedobap- 
tists endorse the false teachings of Rome, and 
give their strength to the Beast, by propping up 
the main pillar on which Antichrist rests ! I 
proceed to show 

2. That the jyractice of Baptists is in accord- 
ance vrith tlie teachings of Christ, Baptists re- 
gard the kingdom of Christ as a purely spiritual 
organization, separate and distinct from the world. 
Acting upon this conviction, they admit none to 
baptlEfm and membership, but such as profess their 
faith in Jesus, and give satisfactory evidence that 
thej have ** passed from death \mlo \Vfe?^ TcL<e^ 
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recognize no hereditary claims to the covenant of 
grace. They claim no " holiness " for their off- 
spring, arising from their natural birth, which en- 
titles them to a place in God^s spiritual temple ; 
but, regarding them as carnal, depraved and un- 
holy, they constantly feel the importance of urg- 
ing upon them their own personal 'obligations to 
'< repent and be baptized in the name of Jesus 
Christ j" while infant damnation has no place in 
their creed, for the simple reason, that, liko infant 
baptism, its antidote, it is not found in the Bible. 
They aim to show that Christ's " kingdom is not 
of this world." They receive none but professed 
converts, and when these walk disorderly, they 
withdraw themselves from them. They are labor- 
ing to reform both Protestant and Papal Christ- 
endom on this point, which they regard of vital 
importance to the best interests of the church and 
the world. Let their principles prevail, and there 
can be no unhallowed union of Church and State, 
no amalgamation of Christ's kingdom with the 
world; but the Church, with undimmed lustre 
will shine forth, her glory unobscured, her ordi- 
nances uncorrupted, and her membership uncon- 
taminated, and instead of being ^^ the mistress of 
the State, or the courtesan of the world — as Pe- 
dobaptism has in too many instances made her-— 



Jf 
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Ae will appear in all her loTelineas as tho Brido 
of Christ P 

From these remarks it will be seen, that infant 
h^tism is not that harmless, innocent thing which 
■my suppose it to be ; but the parent of gigantic 
enb; the froitful source of the existence of State 
Chorches^ and most of the corruptions flowing 
tterefrom ; the instigator of all the persecutions 
wiiich have ever been waged in the name of Chris* 
tumity ; a lying refuge and hiding-place of false* 
lood to ensnare and ruin souls; in short, the ori- 
ginator and propagator of Popery. 

Now, as we love the Word of God, the com- 
mands and example of Christ, the purity of the 
Christian Church, and the souls of men, wo aro 
bound unceasingly to labor for the extermination 
of this monster evil, this child of Tradition ! In 
seeking to effect this Reform, we shall use no car- 
nal weapons, but simply adhere to the Word of 
God, the precepts of Christ, and the practice of 
the apostles, and urge all others to do the same. 

You perceive again, that while we differ from 
most other evangelical bodies merely as to an ex- 
ternal ordinance, apparently, here is another great 
principle involved in that difference. Let mo 
urge all to seek from the Bible a knowledge of 
the characteristics of those who composed the 
primitive cbvLrobea, and see M?hetliei lli<i^^ "h^vVV 
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apply to Pedobaptist churches. And if not, then 
" come out from among them," and aid those who 
are laboring to effect a Reform which will restore 
the spirituality of the church, and clothe it with 
that moral beauty and attractiveness of which Pe- 
dobaptism has shorn it. If you do this, and are 
proselyted, you will have proselyted yourselves; 
and such, are the only kind of proselytes Baptists 
can make. 

In concluding this Lecture, I cannot refrain 
from saying a few words to those who have been 
baptized in infancy, and are yet conscious that they 
have never been " born again." I am induced to 
do this, because I am reminded that my attention 
was first led to a candid invpstigation of the sub- 
ject of baptism, by discovering that, though uncon- 
verted, I was a member of the church, — having 
been made so, by my baptism in infancy. This 
incongruous position you sustain. Though in the 
world, and of the world, you are also in the church, 
and of the church ! You are not responsible, I 
am aware, for the inconsistency of the position 
you occupy. You were brought into it while in 
unconscious infancy, without your knowledge and 
consent. But, I inquire, do you not feel that 
such a relation is perfectly inconsistent with your 
own ideas of what the Bible teaches ? A mo- 
ment's reflection, I feel coBMoii\.,VL ^ow ^x^iiwiS^c^ 
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Protestants, will conyince you of it. At all 
events, I urge jou, as Protestants, to search the 
Bible in reference to this matter, with the hope 
that you may be led, as I was, to see your unfit- 
ness for a place in Christ's kingdom, and to seek 
and obtain salvation through Jesus Christ, and 
then act consistently, by uniting with those who 
aim to restore the spirituality of Christ^s church, 
by faithfully adhering to His own declaration : — 
" My kingdom is not of this world." 

7 



LECTUKE VI. 

tBS THIRD FEATURE OP THE REFORM IN WHICH BAPTISTS 
ARE ENGAGED — THE PROPAGATION OP BEUGIOUS LIBEBTt 
AND THE RIGHTS OP CONSCIENCE. 

Luke ix. 49, 60. — " Master, we saw one casting out 
devils in thy name, and we forbade him, because he fol* 
loweth not with us. And Jesus said, Forbid him not.'* 

The Gospel of Christ not only dilBFers from all 
other systems of religion in the superior excel- 
lence of the truths it reveals, but also in the direc- 
tions it gives for the propagation of its doctrines. 
Other systems seek to advance themselves by in- 
voking the aid of the secular power, and by forc- 
ing men, against their convictions, to adopt a the- 
ory repugnant to their views of right. They 
have thus succeeded, in some instances, in throng- 
ing their temples with hypocritical worshippers, 
bound to their altars through fear and slavish 
dread. These systems, in order to maintain 
themselves, find it necessary to proscribe and per- 
secute all who differ from them, either in their 
articles of belief or mode of worship. But the 
Gospel of Cbristf thougb. it ib VJiaa \xil'aJ^\^ XitqJ&l 
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of God, expressly prohibits a resort to any such 
measures for its advancement. It not only teach- 
es its adherents to utterly abandon the use of car- 
nal weapons for its propagation, but it also charges 
them not to proscribe those who may differ in 
their views or mode of worship. This principle 
is directly expressed in the text and its conneo- 
tion. The teaching of the Saviour has been vio- 
lated, however, even by His professed followers ; 
and, in the name of the meek and lowly Jesus, 
men have gone forth with proscription, oppres- 
sion and persecution, to advance their own opin- 
ions, and crush that liberty of thought, and those 
rights of conscience vouchsafed to man by his 
Maker, and the free exercise of which is alone 
compatible with his personal accountability. One 
body of Christians has always shunned this mode 
of procedure ; and in seeking to advance the truth, 
they have never engaged in persecution of any 
kind, though themselves more bitterly persecuted 
than any others. I propose to consider, as the 
Third Feature of the Keform in which Baptists 
are engaged, 

TJie Propagation of Religious Laberty and 
the Rights of Conscience, 

I shall endeavor here to define ^\vaX x^x^^^'os^ 
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liberty is. The views of many Protestants, even 
in this land of liberty, are exceedingly imperfect, 
and in some instances surprisingly erroneous, on 
this subject. Many consider toleration as synony- 
mous with religious liberty ; but a moment's con- 
sideration will exhibit the vast difference between 
the two. Toleration is the allowance of that 
which is not wholly approved. As applied to re- 
ligion, the term is objectionable ; because it pre- 
supposes the existence of some mere human au- 
thority, which has power to grant to, or withhold 
from man the exercise of freedom in matters of 
religion — and this is Popery. Our Creator, how- 
ever, has nowhere delegated such authority to 
king, or priest, or any human organization what- 
ever ; on the contrary, He has shown, by the very 
nature of the soul of man which He created, and 
the Revelation given to him, that it is his inalien- 
able right to exercise his reason without restraint 
in religious matters, and give expression freely 
and fully to his religious emotions, without human 
dictation or interference. 

It is manifest, that if the right to tolerate ex- 
ists in man, the right to prohibit, and to dictate 
to the conscience must also exist with it; and 
thus toleration becomes merely another word for 
oppression. Toleration, therefore, is not religious 
liberty. 
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Beligious freedom recognizes in no human or- 
ganization the right or the power to tolerate. It 
does not stoop, either to magistrate or minister, 
pope or priest, to humbly ask leave or beg per- 
mission to think, or speak freely its emotions, or 
act out its convictions ; but it speaks and acts, 
because, in the exercise of its own right, it chooses 
to do so. It simply asks, with Paul, " Lord, what 
wilt thou have me to do ?" and having ascertained 
His will, it goes forth to do it, though a host of 
priests, or a thousand executioners, stand ready to 
execrate and slay it. It allows no human author- 
ity competent to come between the conscience and 
its Maker in reference to His will and its duty. 
Beligious liberty does not exist, where there is no 
recognition and acknowledgment of this right — 
the right of every individual of the human race, to 
think, and choose, and act for himself in religious 
matters. 

Baptists have always strenuously contended for 
the acknowledgment of this principle, and labored 
to propagate it. NoWhere, on the page of history, 
can an instance be found of Baptists depriving 
others of their religious liberties, or aiming to do 
so ; but, wherever they are found, even in the 
darkest ages of intolerance and persecution, they 
appear to be far in advance of those who surround 
them, on this important subject./ T\i\a'^^ ^m- 

7* 7 
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ply owing to thoir adherence to the Gospel of 
Christ in its purity. Hero religious liberty is 
taught in its full extent ; and it was only when 
the Christian church departed from God's Word, 
that she seized the weapons of Paganism, and 
sought to crush the rights of conscience ; and only 
when she fully returns to it again, will she ceasd 
to cherish a desire to do so. 

The Keformation which took place in the six- 
teenth century, while it aimed to remove many of 
the abuses of Popery, still did not recognize reli- 
gious liberty. " There is not a Confession of £uth 
nor a Creed," says Underbill, " framed by any of 
the Reformers, which does not give to the magis- 
trate a coercive power in religion, and almost ev- 
ery one, at the same time, curses the resisting 
Baptist." " It was the crime of this persecuted 
people, that they rejected secular interference in 
the church of God ; it was the boast and aim of 
the Reformers everywhere to employ it. The 
natural fruit of the one was persecution— of the 
other, liberty."* The Baptists stood entirely 
alone, as the defenders of the rights of conscience. 
All the Reformed communities agreed that it was 
right for the magistrate to punish those who did 
not worship according to the prescribed rule of 
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ibeit churches ; and it was for opposition to this 
feature of religious oppression, in connection with 
tbeir adherence to believer's baptism, that brought 
iipon the Baptists those severe persecutions which 
they were called to endure. They contended for 
religious liberty ; the Reformed churches opposed 
il, and committed themselves to a course fatal to 
the liberties of conscience. I again quote from 
Underbill ; — 

'^ Honor, ease and wealth flowed in upon the 
opposers of religious liberty, but tribulation unto 
death was the portion of those who ventured to 
advocate it. Most affectingly does the eminent 
Simon Menno refer to this contrast : < For eigh- 
teen years, with my poor feeble wife and little 
children, has it behooved me to bear great and 
various anxieties, sufferings, griefs, afflictions, 
miseries and persecutions, and in every place to 
iSnd a bare existence, in fear and danger of m j 
life. While some preachers are reclining on their 
soft beds and downy pillows, wo are often hidden 
in the eaves of the earth ; while they are celebrat- 
ing the nuptial or natal days of their children, and 
rejoicing with the timbrel and the harp, we are 
looking anxiously about, fearing lest persecutors 
should be suddenly at the door ; while they are 
saluted by all around as doctors, masters, lords, 
we are compelled to hear ourselves coil^^ k\\si!^^Y 
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tists, ale-house preachers, seducers, heretics, and 
to be hailed in the devil's name. In a word, 
while they for their ministry are remunerated 
with annual stipends, our wages are the fire, the 
sword, the death.' "* 

Now, why was this ? Did these Baptists de- 
serve such treatment at the hands of their perse- 
cutors ? Let a Catholic historian reply : " K 
you behold their cheerfulness in suffering perse- 
cution, the Anabaptists run before all the heretics. 
If you have regard to the number, it is like that 
in multitude they would swarm above all others, 
if they were not grievously plagued and cut off 
with the knife of persecution. If you have an 
eye to the outward appearance of godliness, both 
the Lutherans and Zuinglians must needs grant 
that they far pass them. If you will be moved 
by the boasting of the Word of God, these be no 
less bold than Calvin to preach, and their doctrine 
must stand aloft above all the glory of the world, 
must stand invincible above all power, because it 
is not their word, but the Word of the living 

God."t 

It is evident, then, that the Baptists suffered 

merely because they maintained that they ought 

♦ Struggles and Triumphs of Religious Liberty, p. 88. 
f Ibid, p. 8d. 
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.** to obey God rather than man." They found no 
Erection in the Bible for the baptism of infants, 
«id therefore they refused to observe the rite. 
The Reformed, or Protestant churches, sought to 
force them to do it, in opposition to their convic- 
tions. They maintained that this was also con- 
trary to the spirit of the Gospel, and thus, in de- 
fence of the Bible, and the rights of conscience, 
they died. No matter whether Romanists or 
Protestants gained the ascendancy — the Baptists 
were persecuted by both alike. The reason of 
tiiis was, that they claimed for the church of 
Christ, and the consciences of men, freedom from 
all human control. This was their distinguishing 
trait ; and it was the assertion of this principle 
that brought them into collision with every form 
and ceremony of human invention in the worship 
of God, and every effort to bind the conscience to 
observe them. To worship God aright, the spirit 
must be free; for true worship is voluntary, and 
ean only come from a willing heart. 

From what I have submitted, it will be seen 
that the Baptists stood alone, as the defenders of 
religious liberty, during the progress of the Re- 
formation, and for many years after. It will also 
be seen, that their idea of the church, composed 
of none but believers, baptized on the profession 
of their faith, wa.s the grand cause oi ^'^ ^e^w 
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tion of tlie Baptists, as individuals and commimi* 
ties, from all the ecclesiastical organizations sup* 
ported by the Ecformers and their sucoessonL 
From the very nature of the case, there could be 
no union between them ; from the first they were 
opposites, and so they remained. The Bapti^ 
occupied an independent and original position f 
they were neither Romanists nor Protestants, but 
thorough religious Reformers, elevating their 
standard of religious liberty, far above tRe moflt 
exalted ideas of Protestant toleration. 

And thus it continued to be, till the establish- 
ment of the American Republic. Other denomi- 
nations contended for toleration; Baptists de- 
manded for thenaselves, and all others, religious 
liberty — the right of every one to worship God as 
he might choose. Even the Puritans, who fled 
from persecution in England, had no idea of reli- 
gious liberty. All who did not conform to their 
views, were fined, and imprisoned, and whipped 
and banished ; and, as Baptists were especially 
opposed to religious oppression, the heaviest per- 
secutions fell upon them. Hence, in 1644, a law 
was passed in Massachusetts against the Baptists^ 
by which it was " ordered and agreed, that if any 
person or persons within this jurisdiction shall 
either openly condemn or oppose the baptism of 
hifajoita, or seduoo otihera lo ^o «»^ot\ew^^^ 
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regation during the administration of the 
he shall be sentenced to banishment.'' The 
1 year we accordingly find that a poor man 
iied up and whipped for refusing to have his 
. sprinkled. It was this spirit of persecution 

led to the banishment of Roger Williams, 
went to Rhode Island, and purchased a tract 
Lud of the Indians, and, in connection with 
r persecuted ones, founded a colony, which 
me the refuge of the oppressed, where all 
: permitted to enjoy religious liberty to its 
extent. This was the first spot the sun had 

shone upon, where the rights of conscience 
J acknowledged, and it was founded by Bap- 
. And, moreover, it may be considered the 
1 of that religious liberty, which the Amen- 
nation now enjoys.* 

After General "Washingtoii was established as Presi- 

of these United States, a general committee of tlM 

tist churches in Virginia presented on address to 

(in August, 1789,) wbflrcin they expressed a high 

rd for him, but a fear that our religious rights were 

nrell secured in our new Constitation of government^ 

OBwer to which he assured them of his willingness to 

his influence to make them more secure, and then 

:— " While I recollect with satisfaction, that the re- 

)U8 society of which you are members, have beem 

•agfaont America, uniformly, and almost unAAiimsQflr 

ke Srm Menda of civil liberty, and tki^ i^cxtu^^^sc^^ 
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Baptists have not changed since the 'Reforms^ 
tion, or the days of Washington. Their princi- 
ples are still the same ; and these principles bind 
them to the propagation of religioiis liberty* 
The very constitution of a Baptist church is com- 
patible only with the enjoyment of such liberty. 
It is composed of those who have exercised an in- 
telligent choice, and who, in the possession of lib- 
erty to go elsewhere unmolested, have preferred to 
unite with it. Like true philanthropists they de- 
sire that all others may enjoy equal freedom with 
themselves. They would use their liberty in eH' 
deavoring to liberate others^ Infant baptism they 
regard as one great source of the destruction of 
religious liberty ; in laboring therefore to lead it» 
adherents to abandon it, they are seeking to effect 
a reform which will leave the conscience free to 



I 



promoters of our glorious Revolution, I cannot hesitate 
to believe that they will be the faithful supporters of a 
free, yet effioicnt general gdVemment." As the result, 
an amendment to the Constitution was made the next 
month, which says : "' Congress shall make no law, es- 
tablishing articles of faith, or a mode of worship, or pro- 
hibiting the free exercise of religion, or abridging the 
fteedom of speech or of the press, or the right of the peo- 
ple peaceably to assemble, and to petition to the general 
^reroment for a redress of gd^iNtovt^^?"' '^SXaa^^n 
BaptiaU the promoters of Te\\g\o\ia\Htoct>^,\ 
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wt according to its own convictions of God's re^ 
qoirementS) which Pedobaptism prevents it from 
joing. 

' Wherever Pedobaptism has had the opportoiu* 
(y to develop itself, it has always produced op» 
pression and persecution, both in Romish and 
Protestant communities. Its direct tendency is 
to crush religious liberty and destroy the rights 
of conscience. This is capable of proof, not mcre^ 
ly from history, but from the very nature of tlM 
thing itself Pedobaptism is consistent only with 
Romanism ; and that, all know, is opposed to the 
rights of conscience. Let me demonstrate this. 

By intot baptism a person is committed, while 
unconscious, to a certain church ; he is made a 
mepiber of that churcL Now, unless that church 
be infallible, it has no right to make a person a 
member without his consent ; for, it may commit 
him to an alliance with error, and to the defence 
of it But all churches are Mlible, they may 
err ; a person who is made a member of such a 
church in in&ncy, may discover an error in that 
church when he arrives at maturity. Without 
his own consent, he has been committed to that 
error ; he was not left free to choose, where it is 
evident, from the nature of things, a choice might 
be exercised. Pedobaptism is therefore inconsisi* 
eni with liberty. 

8 
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Tkis will appear more plain firom the foUowuig. 
All Protestant Pedobaptists agree that there ia 
more than one mode of baptism. They all teadiy 
also, that baptism is to be administered but once, 
to the same individual. It is eyident, then, from 
iheir own admissions, that a choice may be ei^eT' 
cised as to the mode ; but^ thej administer bap- 
tism to a child, while in a state of mncoBScions- 
ness, and, according to their own teachmg, that 
person is never . to be baptized again, however 
much he may prefer another mode — which they 
all admit to be equally valid — ^when he is ooovert* 
ed. Multitudes find themselves thus embarrassed 
on arriving at maturity, and on experieneing reli- 
gion. They feel that their liberty has been taken 
away ; and that, according to the teaching of their 
church, they eannot exercise a choice, where ^t 
very church admits that a choice might be made, 
if they were free. In order to enjoy liberty, they 
must, of necessity, go to the Baptists.* 

* It was thus with the author of these Lectures. He 
was sprinkled in infancy, and . made a member of the 
Presbyterian church. On arriving at " years of discre- 
tion,'' and on experiencing conversion, his mind was led 
to the investigation of the sabjeets and mode of baptism. 
He came to the ccmclosion that believers were the only 
BmlgeotB, and jmmersion the only mode. But he found 
I2r«^ on acc«mni of his infant \»ap\>\am^\>& vmMl ^ua^Xv^ 
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If mnj ohardi shoald strenuously contend for 
<mly one mode of baptishi, it should be tbe Pedo- 
baptists ; for, they admimster it when the subject 
knows nothing about it, and then maintain that 
it must not be repeated. They ought to be able, 
when l^e baptized child comes to years of under- 
standing, to proTC from the Word of God, beyond 
the possibility of a doubt, that the mode adopted 
by them is the oidy correct one. 

These remarks apply with equal force to the 
subjects of baptism. Suppose a Pedobaptist child 

immersed, as a believer, in the Presbyterian churolL 
For, their Gonfes^n of Faith teaches that baptism is not 
to be repeated to the same sabject, and he could not ask 
any minister of that church to so far forget his own self- 
respect, as to deliberately violate bis ordination vows, 
wbich bind him to sustain that Confession of Faith ; nei- 
ther would he have accepted immersion at tiie hands of 
such an one, had it been offered. Bat he saw at once 
^at his liberty had been taken away. He looked at the 
children ^f Baptists, who, while they had been instructed 
just as religiously as himself, were not trammelled by an 
act done for them When they could make no choice. He 
saw that tiiey were free to act as their consciences, en- 
lightened by tl|e Word of CM, night dictate. He tiiefe- 
ibre acted consistently, and united with that sect which 
1b ** everywhere spoken against." And the opposition 
of relatives, all of whom were Pedobaptists, only quick- 
ened his steps towurd the platform of rdigioof liberty— 
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is ooDBoIentioofily oouTinoed tiiat he rii(mld be 
biptused after rep^itanoe and fidth? He must 
sitiier leave the drarch of which he is a member^ 
or ooatimiewith it while he Tiolates its teaohings^ 
or give up his religious liberty^ and ne^gleot his 
known duty. fTumerous instances might be giTen 
to prove this. I will rekte oae> which ittns-/ 
trates several points in these Lectures. 

Mrs. C.y of Wetliersfield^ Ooon., was sprinkled 
in infiancy, (neither of her parents being at the 
time professors of religion^*) by Bev. Dr. Chapin^ 
pastor of a Pedobaptist church in that place. On 
arriving at maturity, i^e ezpmenoed conversion^ 
and desired to be re-sprinkled, but was refused. 
She then asked for her letter, which was also re- 
fused. After a long effort to persuade her to re- 
linquish her purpose, she at length obtained her 
letter, and united with a Baptist diuK^ five miles 
distant. 

Further, Pedobaptism tends to crush religious 
liberty, because it leads parents to do violence to 
the consdenoes of^ their children. Baptized chil- 
dren, when they are converted, frequently become 
Baptists in sentim^Eit; but they are often forced 
to unite with Pedobaptist churches against their 
choice, or remain without a public profession of 

* Seei^g,e^l^ 
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Grithi or join the ohindi of ihebt ohoioe $i great 
Muarifiee, and with mooh oppoaition. Let me tell 
jWk that Roman Catholics are fiur more consistent 
in . this matter tiian Protestants who porsne such 
1^ course. They are tan^t, that to leave the 
Bomish church, inyolyes the certain loss of the 
Kml; ihej are therefore bonnd, in order, as thej 
Biq>po8e, to save their children from perdition, to 
keep them from becoming Protestants. But Pro- 
testants, generally, admit Baptists to be correct 
m all that is essential to salvation ; if they oppose 
the union of their children with the Baptists, they 
exhibit more bigotry than the Romanist. If it 
be right for the Pedobaptist to prohibit, it is also 
right for the Romanist. Moreover, if it is right 
for a Pedobaptist minister to advise his congrega- 
tion to avoid investigation on the subject of bap- 
tism, and to stay away from a Baptist meeting, 
it cannot be wrong for a Roman Catholic priest 
to advise his people to avoid an examination of 
Protestantism, and never enter a Protestant sanc- 
tuary. 

Remember, religious liberty involves the right 
to think, examine, decide and choose for ourselves 
in all matters between the conscience and its Ma- 
ker. This, Baptists seek to propagate ; and to 
this, Pedobaptism, both in the Romish and Pro- 
testant church, is opposed. In coul^iL^^^^t^^ 

8* 
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for the baptism of believers only, we contend f< 
man's dearest rights— the rights of conscience. 

liOt Baptist principles prevail, and there wi 
be no forcing the conscienee, no forestalling tl 
judgment ; but man, tree to act intelligently ai 
understandingly, according to the light he po 
sesses, wUl render to God voluntary obedieno 
ix>ne desiring to *^ molest him or make him afraid 



LECTURE VIL 

m locirm fiAiuBs op tbb iuetobm in whtch baptibii 

IBB BNOAGBD—THB B8TABIJ8mfE29T OF THB EQUALirr 

OF cnsBor^s dibcifues. 

Katt 23 : S.— ''One is your Master, even GfariBt, and 
an ye are bretbren.^' 

One of the most inyetcrate sins of &Uen hu« 
JBumity, IS pride. Man thirsts for power. He 
byes to be elevated above his fellows, and to oc- 
eapy a position of acknowledged Bupenority. He 
delights to be clothed wiih a little brief anthorit j, 
which will enaUe him to look on all around him 
as his inferiors. It is the working of this spirit 
of arrogance and assumption that has created s^ 
many grades among men, both in the world and 
the church. The disciples of Christ were infect- 
ed with thiB si»rit. They had imbibed it from 
the Jewish rabbis — ^the Scribes and Pharisees. 
They thirsted for the possession of such a degree 
of power and authority^ as would entitle them to 
dictate to and rule ov^ their brethren. Hence 
we &ad them frequently disputing "vVio dsiS^^X)!^ 
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the greatest Christ invariably rebuked this 
spirit on every oooasicm of its manifestation. He 
taught them humility. He riiowed them that the 
principles of His Gospel were opposed to all such 
sentiments of pride, and that instead of &voring 
the arrogant wishes of depraved humanity, it was 
designed to convert mankind into a universal bro- 
therhood, all possessing equal rights, acknowledg- 
ing but one Head, one Superior, one Master, even 
HimseUl He taught that His church was to be an 
associaticm of brethren, all its members subject to 
one law, and all amenable to one tribunal, the voice 
of the church. 

But how sadly has the teaching of Christ oir 
this subject been perverted, and the professedly 
Christian dioroh, instead of presenting to us the 
beautiful picture of a band of brethren^ meeting 
together on the broad platform of equality, ez* 
hibits an array of gradations in authority, which 
vies with the most despotic governments of the 
world. Priestly arrogance and ministerial as- * 
sumption of authority is exhibited on almost every 
hand, in both the Protestant and Papal churches; 
and from the class-leader to the mitred bishop— « 
from the ruling elder to the triple-crowned Pope— 
there is a violation of Christ's declaration : *' One 
is four master even Christ, and ail ye are breth- 
IBD*'^ £eibrm here is neeiedi; vGA\«s&»K»>.^fe^ 
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therefore, as the Fourth Feature of the Reform 
in which Bapiuts are engaged, 

The EstablishmetU of the Eg^icUity of Christ^t 
Disciples, 

L It will devolve on me to show, in the first 
plaoe, that such equality does not generally exist. 
In Bomish and Protestant churches there is no 
recognition of equality among professed disciples 
of Christ. I suppose I need not stop to prove 
this assertion in reference to Bomanbm. All ac- 
knowledge thai there are grades of power, both 
temporal and ecclesiastical, in that churcL Even 
her most devoted adherents wiU not deny it On 
the o(mtrary, they admit and defend it. 

Let OS, then, turn to the Protestant churches. 
And first, we will notice the Episcopal. Does 
this ehuroh recognize equality among her mem- 
bers ? We reply, No t She has distinct and 
separate grades; and not only is the ministry 
above the laity, but there are three grades in the 
ministry: deacons, priests, and bishops. In 
England, the bishops of this church, by virtue of 
their office, are clothed with temporal power. 
They are peers of the realm — that is, nobles of 
the land. The archbishop of Canterbury, has the 
Mppomiment otaXL the tHshopa, uxd\ft\k<^\L\!igKi<^ 
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nobleman of England. The archbishops hold 
authority over all the bishops. The bishops hold 
authority over all the churches, and inferior 
clergy, in their respective dioceses. They appoint 
ministers to their charges ; they suspend, degrade 
and excommunicate them. In America there are 
no archbishops. But the bishops, though possess- 
ing no civil power — on account of our republican 
institutions — ^have the same ecclesiastical power 
as those in England. The church has no voiee in 
her government. In die Triennial Convention, 
the bishops form a separate house distinct and 
superior to the clergy and laity. The appropriate 
language of the bishops in England would be: 
'' One is our Master, the archbishop, and all we 
are lords ;" while in England and America there 
is no recognition of the equality taught by Christ 
But let us look again at the I^MJbyterian 
church. Does equality reign here ? IJo all her 
members stand on the broad even platform of the 
Gospel ? Can they say, ^* One is our Master, even 
Christ?'^ Let them answer for themselves. Bo^ 
in their Confession of Faith and Form of Govern- 
ment, we find that the government rests not in 
the hands of the church, but in the session, pres- 
bytery, synod and General Assembly. These 
bodiea attend to all the bnainees of the chorcL 
Ajk xndiFidiial church haA no ^^^^^ V^ tAVim ^d&^ 
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3eption of members^ the exclusion of members, 
d caUing or dismissing of a pastor, or any other 
b of government which Christ has committed to 
9 church. ther masters are recognized besides 
im. 

The whole tendency of Presbyterian church 
vemment is to exalt the ministry in their au' 
ority above the church. Indeed, the ministry 
long to a different order. They do not belong 

the church as the other members do; they 
long to the Presbytery. The church cannot 
scipline a minister ; neither can the session try 
m ; but the presbytery must do it. Lest these 
sertions should startle any who have never ex^ 
lined the subject, permit me to give a few quota- 
)ns from printed documents. The Westminster 
)nfession says : — " The Lord Jesus, as king and 
ad of JBQ{f^<$hurch, has therein appointed a gov* 
nment in the hand of church-officers. To these 
icert^, the keys of the kingdom of heaven are 
mmitted, by virtue whereof they have power, 
spectively, to retain and remit sins, to shut that 
ngdom against the impenitent, both by the word 
id censures, and to open it unto penitent sinners 

occasion shall require."* These officers we are 

* 'Weatrmnater Confession, chap. xzx. sec. 1, 2. Is it 
^ surpriaing, that a ohorch claimki|( \a^m ¥> ^nfOoiK)^^ 
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told, by the Form of Oovormaent,' are ^'BLsli* 
ops or pastors, mling elders and deacons." The 
same Form of Ck>vemment gives us the oharacttf 
of all the different bodies composed by these offi* 
ccrs, for the government of the church* " The 
chnrch session consists of the pastor or pastors^ 
and ruling elders of a particular congregation \" 
and ** it is expedient, at every meeting of the 
session, that there be a presiding minister. When, 
therefore, a church is without a pastor, the mod* 
erator of the session shall be either the minister ap* 
pointed by the presbytery for that purpose, or one 
invited by the session." Again, we are told that 
among other things '' it is the duty of the session to 
receive members into the church, or exclude jfirtMfl 
the church those who deserve it, and to appoint 
delegates to the higher judicatories of thechurcL*** 
The church cannot act in receiving her own mem- 
bers. The session attends to this for her. A 
tnajority of the members of the church might be 

as the Presbyterian, should retain in its Confession of 
Faith, a section tending so directly to bolster up tiie 
Romish doctrine of priestly absolution t Sappoee •& 
honest inquirer after truth in the Romish chnroh should 
meet this, in his researches; would he not begin to 
think, and with good reason, that Prcsbytcrianism and 
iZomanism differ only m n^iuel 
• Form of Government, «^\it3fna V, ^ > ^. 
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Opposed to the reception of an individual, bat if 
the session receive him, he is admitted. On the 
other hand, a person may fall under the censure 
of the session, and though all the church beside 
may esteem him a Christian, the session has power 
to exclude and excommunicate him. Is this equal- 
ity ? This is more fully exhibited in the Directory 
for Worship. We are told that when baptized 
children " come to years of discretion, if they be 
firee from scandal, appear sober and steady, and to 
have sufficient knowledge to discern the Lord's 
body, they ought to be informed it is their duty 
and privilege to come to the Lord's Supper. The 
years of discretion in young Christians cannot be 
precisely fixed. This must be 'left to the prudence 
of the eldership. The officers of the church are 
the judges of the qualifications of those to be ad- 
mitted to sealing ordinances; and of the time 
when it is proper to admit young Christians to 
them."* It is here implied that the church, that 
is, the inferior members of it, as distinct from the 
session, is not possessed of sufficient prudence to 
judge of the qualifications of those who are to be 
admitted to this Lord's table with them. 

But further., the Presbytery has power over the 
session and the church. By this body the rights 

• Diroctory for Wonhip, cbKp- tt , ««s. "V» V 

9 
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of the church to call and dismiss a pastor are taken 
away. When a Presbyterian church calls a pas- 
tor, the call is not made to him, but to the Prech 
bytery. " The call shall be presented to the 
Presbytery under whose care the person called 
shall be ; that, if the Presbytery ^think it expedi- 
ent to present the call to him, it may be accord- 
cordingly presented; and no minister or candi- 
date shall receive a call, but through the hands of 
a Presbytery."* So, also, the minister himself is 
subject, not to the church, but to the Presbytery. 
He cannot move without the permission of this 
body. " No pastor shall be translated from one 
church to another, nor shall he receive any call 
for that purpose, but by the permission of the 
Presbytery." " The Presbytery, on the whole 
view of the case, shall either continue him in his 
former charge, or translate him, as they shall 
deem most for the peace and edification of the 
church."* It is here implied that the Presbytery 
is more competent to judge of the affairs of a 
church, and to decide what is for its good, than 
the church itself The church may think it best 
for their pastor to remove from them ; but the 
Presbytery may think it best for him to stay ; the 
.III ■ ' ■ 111 I , 

• Form of Governmeiil, Oi%^» "sw. wi^. ^. 
/ Ibid. chap. xvi. &ec. 1. 
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only alternative the cborcli has, is to starve him 
oaty and then let them get another pastor when 
thoy oan. This system is degrading to freemen, 
and insulting to Christianity ! 

Next to the Presbytery, is the Synod, and then 
the General Assembly. The Session must sub- 
mit its doings to the Presbytery, the Presbytery 
to the Synod, and the Synod to the General As- 
sembly. Is this equality ? 

The Dutch Beformed church is governed in a 
manner similar to the Presbyterian. The Pro- 
testant Methodist is more despotic than either. 

Let us turn our attention for a moment to the 
Methodist Episcopal church. Shall we find equal- 
ity here? No; for its very name shows that its 
government is prelatical. I need not enlarge on 
this point ; for no one, surely, will pretend that 
there is equality in this church. Its founder ex- 
pressly disavows any idea of it. He says, in a 
letter to John Mason, dated Jan. 13, 1790, "As 
long as I live, the people shall have no share in 
choosing either stewards or leaders among the 
Methodists. We are no republicans, and never 
intend to be. It would be better for those who 
are so minded to go quietly away." There are 
more grades in the Methodist Episcopal church 
than in any other Protestant community; and 
any one who wih read the " DiaoVfYvci^fe}'' ^^\fe 

28052B 



100 BAPTISTS 

oonvinced of it A private member in the ohurek 
has no voice in the government whatever. Pri- 
vate members are amenable to the ckss-leader-r- 
the class-leader to the preacher — ^the preacher to 
the presiding elder — the presiding elder to the 
bishop. Is this equality ? The people have no 
voice in electing or dismissing their preacher, bat 
must take whoever is sent, and let him go at the 
expiration of two years. The preacher has no 
choice of his field of labor. He must go just 
where the bishop may please to send him.* The 
church does not receive or expel either her minis- 
ters or members. The circuit preacher has power 
to expel private members — the quarterly confer- 
ence to expel local preachers, deacons and elders 
— the yearly conference to expel travelling preach- 

* The degraded and humiliating position of Methodist 
preachers is beginning to be felt by them keenly. Said 
one to a Baptist minister, not long since : '^ I look and 
long for the time when there will be something like free- 
dom in the Methodist church. On the last day of Con- 
fbrence, the great day of * dispensations,' I go to tbe 
meeting with my saddle-bags on my arm, having packed 
up my goods before I left my last place. The Bishop 
says : * Brother A., go to snch a place.' ' Sir, that is an 
unhealthy region, and my family is predisposed to the 
sickness that prevails there. May I not go yonder?' 
*Cro right along, sir,' saya the Bl^op\ and go I most 
Lbope it will not always be thna.'* 
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en-^-the graeral eonference to expel bishops, is 
tills equality ? Just read the following question 
and answer in the Methodist Discipline, in refer- 
ence to the ordination of an elder, and then read 
tiie text. 

" Will you reverently obey your chief ministers, 
unto whom is committed the charge and govern- 
ment over you ; following with a glad mind and 
will their godly admonitions, and submitting your- 
self to their godly judgments ? 

" I will do so, the Lord being my helper."* 
Chief ministers! chief ministers! who are they? 
**• One is your master, even Christ, and all ye are 
brethren." Surely, the language of Christ, and 
the language of the Discipline are very dissimilar. 
I do not wish to say anything harsh or severe. I 
simply desire to present &cts, that all may judge, 
whether, in any of these bodies, there is that equal- 
ity taught by the Saviour. These churches, 
whose forms of government I have reviewed, com- 
pose the great majority of the professedly Chris- 
tian world. It is evident, then, that such equality 
as the text teaches, does not generally exist. 

II. I proceed to show, in the second place, that 
Baptists seek to establish such equality. The 

* Discipline, part II. cihap. uL «^^. 1. 
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principles of diurch govcrnmont in ihe Baptist 
denomination are expressed in the text : << One is 
your master, even Christ, and all ye are brethren." 
There is no opportunity for the assumption of an- ; 
thority by a few, if it were desired. All meet on 
the broad, even platform of equality. The rich 
and the poor, the minister, deacons, and people, 
are all brethren. The pastor is no more, the 
poorest member is no less, than one of the breth- 
ren. Each church, in its collective capacity, trans- 
acts its own business, exercises its own discipline, 
and receives and excludes its own members, sab- 
ject only to the authority of Christ, and governed 
only by His Word. On all questions, every 
member of the church has an equal right to speak 
and to vote. There is no authority superior to 
the church, to reverse its decisions, or to call it 
to account. The pastor, while he has no superior 
authority, has equal rights with the rest of hie 
brethren. If called to another field of labor, he 
is at liberty to go or not, without asking leave of 
a bishop, presbytery, or council. He is perfectly 
free to act in accordance with his own views of 
duty, and his own convictions of right. 

In a Baptist church there is perfect equality. 
It could not bo otherwise. They recognize the 
church as a voluntary organization, into which 
persons enter by their 0Yrnc\i0iGe, wA^Vo^Y^* 
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ikges and benefits all have an eqnal right to share. 
Christ haa nowhere delegated His authority to 
• body of arrogant ministers, or prelatical bish- 
eps, or blasphemous popes ; and Christians have 
no right to recognize and uphold the assumption 
of authority by them. It is not a matter of in- 
difference. To support the assumptions of men, 
who have arrogated to themselves authority which 
belongs only to Christ, is to engage with them in 
rebellion against the one only Master ; and where 
this is done knowingly, such cannot be held guilt- 
less* In laboring, then, to advance Baptist senti- 
ments, we aim to exalt Christ as the supreme and 
only Lawgiver and Ruler in Zion, in the place of 
presbyters, and bishops, and councils, and popes, 
who have usurped his throne. 

But some suppose that every church has a right 
to make its own laws, and to alter these laws to 
mat times, and circumstances, and places. Now, 
if the church was a merely human organization, 
this might be correct reasoning. But all church- 
es claim to be of divine origin, and to have divine 
authority for their constitution and government. 
It is evident, therefore, that all cannot be right, 
for Gk)d cannot sanction contradictions. Further, 
if every church has a right to establish its own 
Ibrm of government, then the Bomish church has 
jua equal right with any Protestaiit cbwi^Vft ^sl- 
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vent and establish one, and no Protestant wbo 
takes this ground can consistently say a word 
against the Papal hierarchy. And if all are right, 
then right and wrong are no longer opposites. 
Bat all are not right. Christ has taught, in His 
Word, that the highest authority on earth is the 
church. Hence, in giring His apostles directions 
how to proceed in cases of offence. He designates 
the church as the supreme akd final umpire. 
'< Tell it to the church ; and if he neglect to hear 
the church, let him be to thee as an heathen man 
and a publican.^' Tell it to the church ; not to 
the session, or presbytery, or synod, or general 
assembly, or council, or j^nference, or bishop, or 
cardinal, or pope, but to t(ie church; and if he 
neglect to hear the church — ^^hat then ? appeal ? 
No ; there is no higher authority to appeal to ; 
for " One is your master, even cirist, and all ye 
are brethren." The creation of Ather tribunals, 
is the result of the arrogance of mqn who love to 
" lord it over God's heritage ;" and '<the support of 
them is owing mainly to the influence of just such 
men, and their willing dupes. Baptists are will- 
ing to be "all brethren;" the ministry have no 
desire to be exalted to a position of rivalry to the 
Master, in his church. 

In order more forcibly to exhibit the contrast 
between Baptists and the othet mo^t 'i^toiniufiut 
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Beets, let us suppose Christ to come again upon 
earth, and visit the places of worship, in New 
York city, and preach from this text. See him 
enter St. Patrick^s cathedral. The Archbishop 
receives Him very graciously, elated with the idea 
that the claim of Rome to be the Church is thus 
sanctioned by the Saviour, and he invites Him to 
preach. He announces this text, and preaches as 
He did upon the plains of Judea: ^^ Ye know that 
they which are accounted to rule over the Gen- 
tiles, exercise Lordship over them, and their great 
ones exercise authority upon them; but so shall 
it not be among you : but whosoever will be great 
among you shall bo your servant ; and whosoever 
of you will be the chiefest, shall be servant of alL 
Be not ye called Rabbi ; for one is your Master, 
even Christ, and all ye are brethren." The Arch- 
bishop grows uneasy ; he reminds the Preacher of 
the Pope, the Cardinals, the Archbishops, the 
Bbhops, the Father Confessors, the Priests ; but 
the Divine Teacher asserts that these are distinc- 
tions which men have made, and reiterates the 
doctrine of the text — ^universal equality among his 
disciples. The Archbishop denounces the Saviour 
as a heretic, and he is thrust out. He then wends 
His way through our great thorough&re to Trin- 
ity Church. Here he is cordially received, for 
ibe Episcopal also claims to be the CVi\a^^^»^ 
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hero He repeats the sermon. But he is reminded 
of tlio Fathers, the Archbishops, the Bishops, 
the Triennial Convention, the Priests, the Dear 
cons. He pronounces these grades all contrary 
to His teaching. The Bishop intimates that He 
is probably a fanatical dissenter, and He is polite- 
ly handed to the door. He visits in succession a 
Presbyterian and a Methodist coiigregation with 
the same scnnon; in the former he is reminded of 
the Session, Presbytery, Synod, General Assem- 
bly; in the latter, he is cautioned about the 
" chief ministers ;" and the Class-leader, Steward, 
Preacher, Presiding Elder, Bishop, with their le- 
spectivo powers, are set before Him ; and for sim- 
ply reiterating His own teachings, He is treated 
as a disturber of the peace, and put out of both 
places. See Him now seek a Baptist pulpit. His 
sermon is just in accordance with their practice. 
There is notliing among them with which it comes 
in contact; no grades — ^none to exercise lordship 
or authority over them : " For one is their Mas- 
ter, even Christ, and all they are brethren." A 
sincere " Amen," is the response from every heart, 
and the world's Redeemer, banished from the Ko- 
mish and the Protestant churches, finds a refiige 
and a home in every Baptist congregation ! 



LECTURE VIII, 

THE FIFTH FEATURE OP TUE REFORM IN WHICH BAPTISTS 
ABE FJCGAGED— TUK EaTABLlSJIMENT OF THE CORRECT 
'PRDTCIPLB OP BJjyiACXL TRANSLATION. 

Hab 2 : 2. — " And the Lord anF^vcrcd me and said, 
Write the vision and make it pluiu upon tables, that he 
may run that readeth it." 

GtoD's solicitude for man's well-being and eter- 
nal salvation is truly wonderful. Having made a 
revelation of .His will, He is anxious that no am* 
biguity or indcfinitcness should obscure His com- 
mands from His erring creatures. He wishes to 
afford to ruined man all the advantages possible, 
in order that ho may be saved from the fearful 
consequences of his sin and' guilt. Hence, He has 
not involved his duty in mist and uncertainty, but, 
on the contrary, He has revealed plainly all His 
moral requirements and positive institijtions. In 
addition to this. He has expressly commanded 
those to whom is committed the great work of 
transcribing His will for others, to do it so plain- 
ly, that every duty may be recognized with such 
ease, "that be may run that readetJa. W.?"^ ^^>^^ 
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alas ! alas ! the express command of Jehovah has 
been violated, and His benevolent designs toward 
our race in a measure frustrated, by the efforts of 
those with whom the advancement of sect, an^ 
the propagation of human dogmas is of more im- 
portance than the glorj of God and the salvatioa 
of souls. 

Translators have not scrupled to bow to the 
mandate of kings, the dictation of councils, the re- 
strictions of Bible Society boards, and the prompt- 
ings of sectarian prejudices, until the bare enim- 
elation of the principle contained in the text, has 
come to be denounced as sectarianism ; and fiutb- 
ful obedience to the plain requirement of Jehovah 
in this respect, is assailed as a close and narrow 
bigotry. This state of things calls loudly for Be- 
form. I present, then, as the Fifth Feature of 
the Keform in which Baptists are engaged, 

TJiG Estahlishinoit of tJie Correct FrincijJe qf 
BiMical TrandatiofU 

In pTescnting this theme, let us inquire, 
I. WJuU is the Correct Fri?iciple on ichitk 
Translatio7is of the Holy Scriptures should be 
made ? To this I reply, that they should be con- 
formed; as nearly as possible, to the inspired ori- 
ginala. Let it bo lemeinbeKi^, VJasaA* ^^ ^c:cs^ 
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toreB whloh we poBsess are a translation. The 
words of our English version are invested with 
fityine authority, only so £&r as they express just 
what the original expresses. I present this thought 
because there is, in the minds of many, a super- 
Btitioufi reverence for the words and phrases of 
<mr English version. This being a translation, 
partakes more or less of the imperfections of the 
^anslators ; and, in every instance where the ori- 
ginal is not clearly and fully translated, it is the 
word of man, and not the Word of God. The 
Old Testament was originally written in Hebrew, 
and the New Testament in Greek. In transla- 
ting, therefore, into English, or Burmese, or 
French, or German, or Bengali, or any other lan- 
guage, it is evident to any one, that the Hebrew 
and the Greek should be the standard to which 
these translations should be conformed. 

It is further evident, that every word, that is 
oapable of being translated, should be rendered 
into any other language so as to express just what 
the original did to those to whom it was given. 
There must be no transfer of a Hebrew or Greek 
word into English or Burmese, for such a word 
would be perfectly unintelligible to the mere En- 
glish or Burmese reader ; and he must wait till 
some one, wh^ understands these languages, shall 

10 
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come and explain to him the meaning of snoh 
words. Let me illustrate :— 

Suppose an aged ^.ther, a Frenchman, writes a 
letter of instructions to his children and grand* 
children, just as the former are about to emigrate 
to the United States. The letter is written in 
the French language, and \a readily understood 
by the children. But the grand-children grow up 
in ignorance of the French language, though thej 
understand the English very well. Their parents 
die, and leave the letter in their possession. In 
order to understand it, they must have it trans- 
lated. Now suppose the person employed to trans- 
late, leaves here and there a word in French — ^un- 
translated. Those words, would be unintelligible 
to them. They would be transferred, not trans- 
lated. In order to be a good translation, the let- 
ter must express in English, just what the original 
expressed in French. So with the Scriptures; 
the correct principle of translating them is to 
make them speak to all the nations just what they 
spake to those who had them from the hand of 
God— just what the originals express. 

That this principle is correct, is evident, also, 

from the fact that all Protestants, in discussionsi 

appeal not to the translations that have been 

made, hut to the original. They rc^rd the bri- 

^inal only as the standard. Iti \\i^ ^ ^^\>icii!isv&\et 
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Assembly's Confession of Faith wo find the fol- 
lowing: — "The Old Testamont in Hebrew, 
(which was the native language of the people of 
Ood of old,) and the New Testament in Greek, 
(which, at the time of the writing of it, was most 
generally known to the nations,) being immedi- 
ately inspired by G^d, and by his singular care 
and proyidence kept pure in all ages, are there- 
fore authentical ; so as, in all controversies of re- 
ligion, the church is finally to appeal unto them.''* 
And this is the practice of all Protestants. It is 
evident, then, that all translations should be made 
to conform to the original, which is the standard 
of appeal. 

II. This Principle has. been Generally Aban* 
doned by all Fedobaptist denominations. There 
is no Bible society, supported by Pedobaptists, 
that is pledged to the faithful translation of the 
Word of God from the inspired originals. In 
England and America the English version, which 
is acknowledged to have many defects, is made 
the standard, instead of the original Nor is this 
alL Even this is not translated fully into the 
heathen tongues — some words are transferred, not 
translated. They are perfectly incomprehensible 

• Tresfaiin8tcrtlonfc88ion,Ciha^.\.«>fca-^. 
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to those who read themfUntil Bonie one oomes and 
explains them, and he may explain them just to 
suit his own views. 

The British and Foreign Bible Society of En- 
gland, composed of all evangelical denominationa, 
passed a resolution, on the 1st July, 1833, yir- 
tually declining aid to translators of the Bible in 
foreign languages, unless <^ the Greek terms rela- 
ting to baptism be rendered, either according to 
the principles adopted by the translators of the 
authorized English version, by a word derived 
from the original, or by such terms as may be 
considered unobjectionable by the other denomi- 
nations of Christians composing the Bible So- 
ciety." 

It had been the practice of the missionaries to 
translate these words, as well as all others. Now 
you perceive the resolution does not charge them 
with unfaithful translation, neither does it charge 
them to faithfully render the words into the lun- 
guages of the heathen ; but it requires them to 
adopt the principle of the English translators, 
which was to transfer and not translate oertun 
words, which, if translated, would not have 
yielded that support to Episcopacy which the 
transfer of them does. 

The American Bible Society, composed of all 
evaagelical denominadonB) m "S^tqm^^ V^*^^ 
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pnued the following preamble and resolution :— 
'< As the managers are now called to aid exten- 
sively in circulating the sacred Scriptures in lan- 
guages other than the English, they deem it their 
duty, in conforming with the obvious spirit of 
their compact, to adopt the following resolution 
as the rule of their conduct in making appropria- 
tions for the circulation of the Scriptures in all 
foreign tongues. 

^^Resolvedj That in appropriating money for the 
translating, printing, or distributing the Sacred 
Scriptures in foreign languages, the managers fael 
at liberty to encourage only such versions as con- 
form, in the principles of their translations, to the 
common English version ; at least, so far, as that 
all the religious denominations represented in thia 
Society can consbtently use and circulate said 
versions in their several schools and communi- 
ties." 

Here, again, you perceive there is an abandon- 
ment of the correct principle. That principle 
requires a faithful translation from the original. 
But the resolution just quoted requires that tho 
Bnglish version, which, as I have before stated, is 
acknowledged to contain errors of translation, be 
made the standard. And even this is to be con- 
formed to, only so far as that ^* all the donomina- 
Hans repreaented in the SooVet^^^ q^idl <&Q\!^\aNnQi^ 
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use the versions made from it. These two socie- 
ties represent pretty nearly the entire Protestant 
world in England and America. Now any one 
will perceive, that while such resolutions were in 
fbroe, no missionary, who was governed by them, 
ooidd attempt to faithfully translate from the 
original into the languages of the heathen. Con- 
sequently, if a word occurred in the Greek which, 
if translated, would not suit.all denominations, it 
must be transferred, and then the heathen could 
not understand it till it was explained by a mis- 
sionary, and he might explain it just to suit his 
own creed. Instead, then, of having God's Word, 
which they would have, if the original was trans- 
lated, they have, in every such instance, only the 
word of man. 

Let me, before I leave this division of my sub- 
ject, exhibit the evils of this course. No principle 
that is correct can be violated without evil results. 
We have seen that the correct principle of Bibli- 
cal translation is violated by all Pedobaptist or- 
ganizations ; we may therefore look for evil as its 
legitimate fruit. The principle on which they act 
is, that it is right to make such versions, and 
such only, as shall teach Pedobaptist sentiments. 
Because Baptists refused to transfer Greek words 
into the jbeathen tongueB, and \ia\&tftd on. transla- 
Hflff tbem, they were tiirxiBl ou\i. 'B^X./^a. ^t^^ 
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j to make the Bible teach pedobaptism, it must be 
anitihited. Let ns now look at the fruits of this 
in heathen Jands. The first missionaries, and the 
first Bible translators, were Baptists. Hence, the 
int yersions made in heathen tongues were &ith- 
fol translations. After these translations had 
been circulated, the Pedobaptist missionaries be- 
gan to circulate their yersions, in which words rela- 
ting to baptism, and other words, were transferred. 
The heathen conyert, when he read the translated 
word, could understand it, and knew what to do. 
But when he read the transferred word, he could 
not understand it ; he must wait till ho could find 
a teacher to tell him what it meant If he met a 
Baptist missionary, ho would tell him that the 
word meant to immerse. Then he would ask, 
" Why does it not read so ?" What would the 
missionary say ? He wonld have to say, " The 
translator who produced that version was bound 
by his Bible society to put that word in." And 
if pressed for a reason for this, he must tell him 
of all the differences and disputes among Chris- 
tians at home. 

But suppose he meets a Pedobaptist. He tells 
him it means to pour, or it means to sprinkle. 
But the convert would ask him, " Why not put it 
so ? we have words in our language which mean 
to poor or sprinkle,^* What ^voxAi.V'fe w^% ^^ 
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most giyeareason; and heoonld assign no reason 
which would not awake the suspicion of the oon« 
yerted pagan. 

Take another case. A Baptist mission has 
been established; all has been harmonious. A 
transfer version falls into the hands of the people, 
and at once all is confusion and distrust, and the 
cause of Christ is arrested. I present these cases 
because it has generally been represented, by Pe* 
dobaptists, that the Baptists have introduced con- 
troversy among the heathen nations on this sub- 
ject; whereas, the reverse of this is the case. 
It could not be otherwise; for the Baptists were 
the first to occupy heathen ground, and they had 
translated the Scriptures into many languages 
before a Pedobaptist transfer version was made. 
On these Pcdobaptists rests the guilt, not only of 
mutilating God^s Word, but, through this means, 
of reviving, on heathen shores, those dissensions 
which have distracted and retarded the cause of 
the Bedeemer at home. Again, another evil of 
this course is, that it leads to the circulation of 
versions that teach known and soul-destroying 
errors. Tou perceive that the rule governing 
Pcdobaptists is one of expediency. They do not 
require that the Word of G-od be fEiithfully trans- 
l&ted, hut that it be made to suit the majority. 
AH ihe translator has to &o \b, \o aa^^x\«a^^\a&w 
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if expedient It may be expedient to transfer 
other words, and the rule adopted does not pre- 
Tent him from doing it. This word may refer to 
fidth, or something else that is fundamental, and 
the withholding of which may peril the souL Bat 
I need not dwell on what might be ; I will show 
you what is done. The Spanish Testament em- 
pbys the words ^^ Hacer penitencia" as the trans- 
lation of the Greek word fieravoim^ to express 
the duty of repentance, as enjoined in the original. 
Bat these words signify '< to do penance,'^ and are 
so understood by the Spaniards themselres. 
When they wish to express our idea of repent, 
they use the word " arreperUirse.^^ Yet this ver- 
sion is circulated and sustained by the American 
Bible Society. But how did they come to trans- 
late it so? Simply by abandoning the oorreet 
principle of Biblical translation. Instead of 
taking the Hebrew and the Greek as the standard, 
they took the Latin Vulgate, which is a Roman 
Catholic version, and translated from that; and, 
as expediency was their rule, they found it expe- 
dient to translate it so as to suit the Catholics ; 
and therefore the Pope permits it to be used, 
while he is mortally opposed to Protestant ver- 
sions of the Holy Scriptures ; and thus the money 
of Protestants is taken to promote Bomanism. 
Jjet me here state anothei &c\i, 1^H> i^^xi^^ "Sfiaiu^ 
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the ears of every Pcdobaptiat tiDgle with shame. 
While the American Bible Society was circnlating 
.this Catholic version, with money contributed by 
Protestants only, they refused to aid, as they had 
been doing, the Baptists, in faithfully translating 
the Word of God, though they were generous 
contributors to their fiinds. 

In the same Spanish version, printed and oir- 
oulated by the American Bible Society, Heb. xi. 
21, reads thus : ^^ By fsiith Jacob, about to die, 
blessed each one of the sons of Joseph, and vxtr- 
skipped the top of his staffs The idea conveyed 
' to the mind of a Roman Catholic by this verse is 
the worship of an image on the top of his staff, 
and thus absolute idolatry is sanctioned and pro- 
pagated by the Society which, with holy horror, 
withdraws its aid from Baptist missionaries, be- 
oause they would translate all the Word of Ood, 
. the words relating to baptism not excepted. 

But we push our reasoning a little further. 
Suppose the Pedobaptists only claim the right to 
transfer the words relating to baptism. If they 
.have a right to do this, then any denomination has 
a right to transfer those words, which, if translat- 
ed, would be fatal to its peculiar views. The Ro- 
man Catholic may transfer the Greek word /cero- 
roJ€tf, and have Imkc 13 : 3 lead^ << Except ye 
metUTweOy ye shall all \VkeV\»e v^iiv^ ^'* «».^ ^^^ 
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{iriest can explain it to mean '< do penance ;" and 
die Pope might contribute to the support of a Bi- 
ble Society that would agree to transfer every word 
tiiat does not suit him when translated. The Uni- 
tarian may transfer eebe^Bni have John 1: 1 read, 
"In the beginning was the Word, and the Word 
was with G-od, and the Word was tJieos ;'' and the 
minister can explain it to mean ^^ a superior, intel- 
ligent creature." The Univcrsalist may transfer 
akffvtav, reXevrdaf, etc., and have Matthew 25 : 46 
read, " These shall go away into aionion punish- 
ment ;'' and the minister can explain it to mean 
"the grave!" Or, they can have Mark 9: 44 
read, " Where their worm tehuteth not, and the 
fire is not sbennutai^ Then the preacher can ex- 
plain it to mean, " where their worm ' troubleth ' 
not, and the fire is not * hurtful.' " 

Now, this would be as justifiable, a^ for the Pe^ 
dobaptist to transfer panrl^a, and then explain it 
to suit his own views. And further, if Pedobapr 
tists have a right to withhold a part of Ood's 
Word, because a part is opposed to their teach- 
ings, then Kome has a right to withhold cM^ be- 
cause all is opposed to her teachings ; and again 
Protestantism is found bolstering up Popery. I 
proceed to show, 

IIL 7%ai Baptists aim to TUslwz a'(\A^^^ijfA^ 
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Ktk the Frincipie of the Text. Baptiflts onlj de- 
sire to know and to teach God's commands-^-and 
they desire that all others may know them. They 
aim, therefore, in giving the Bible to the world, 
to follow the Divine requirement given in the text : 
*' Write the vision and make it plain, that he may 
run that readeth if In all their efforts to spread 
the Gospel, they have endeavored faithfully to 
translate the Word of Gcd, from the original, 
into the language of the people; seeking to make 
it so plain, that, if a copy of their translation 
should Ml into the hands of a person who has no 
living teacher near him, he could ascertain from 
it all the commands of God. The iustructioDS 
given to their missionaries by the Baptist Board 
of Foreign Missions, are as follows : — 

^^Resolved, That the Board feci it to be their 
duty to adojit all prudent measures to give to the 
heathen -the pure Word of God in their own lan- 
guages, and to furnish their missionaries with all 
the means in their power, to make their transla- 
tions as exact a representation of the mind of thq 
Holy Spirit as possible. 

^^Resolved, Tbat all the missionaries of the 

Boasd who are, or who sball be, engaged in trans* 

lating the Scriptures, be instructed to endeavori 

bj earnest prayer and diligent study, to ascertain 

He precise meaning of th^ oiS^.^ \j^x\*)\.^ ^sr 
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{vefls that meaning m exactly as the nature of the 
itngoages into which they shall translate t^^, 
Bible will permit, and to tranter no wordawfafch 
are capable of being literally translated,^* 

What a contrast does this present to the reso* 
htions adopted by the Pedobaptists ! To this 
principle of faithful translation the Baptists have 
always strennondy adhered Efforts have been 
made to induce their missionaries to abandon it, 
but these have been in vain. When their versions 
have been translated, and ready for the press, 
money has been offered to print, if they wonld 
conceal a part of Ood^s Word, by transferring 
certain words. On the 17th Aprils 183G, at a 
meeting of the managers of the American Bible 
Society^ the sum of $5,000 was appropriated to 
the Baptist Board of Foreign Missions, to pro- 
mote the circulation of the Scriptures in foreign 
tongues, which *^ money would be paid over, if our 
foreign versions were confdrmed) in the principles 
of their translation, to the common English ver^ 
sion;'^ that is, tranter ^ and not translate^ the 
words relating to baptism. The grant was con* 
ecientiously declined Similar attempts were 
made by the British and Foreign Bible Society, 
to procure the transfer of the words in ' the Ben* 
gall version* But all was in vain ; the Baptists 
loved the eorrect principle too w<^ \a %kMSDJ^!S^''>K^ 
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for the hope of a mere temporary advantage, whiob 
would,' in the end, paralyze their efforts in the con- 
flict with error. If these versions of the Baptists 
had been proved unfaithfid, it would have been 
different ; there would then have been some show 
of reason, in the course pursued by the Pedobap- 
lists. But this was not the case ; their great de- 
feet was, that they were not so mutilated as to 
make it possible for Pcdobaptists to teach their 
views to the heathen. Or, if Baptists had muti- 
lated God^s Word to make it teach Baptist senti* 
ments, it would have been different. But they 
were never guilty of this, nor have they even been 
charged with it. How, then, did the Pedobaptists 
seek to justify themselves ? Why, they raised the 
cry that they were sectarian versions; which, 
when examined, simply means, that the faithful 
translation of Grod^s word teaches just what Bap- 
tists practice, and condemns the practice of Pedo- 
baptists. 

But, neither smiles nor frowns, threats nor 
bribes, flattery nor slander, can move us from our 
attachment to God^s Word, and our obedience to 
Ilis rccpiremcnt to give His will, faithfully trans- 
lated, to all the nations of the earth. Our conflict 
with error nviy be long, but we have no doubts as 
to the final issue. God has honored, and will 
honor, tliose that honor "VlVni\ wv^ mTi^-ww^ ^sw^ 
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we honor Him more highly, tbun in a firm and 
eonstant adherence to faithful translations of His 
Holy Word. 

From what I have submitted, it will bo pcr- 
eeived, that sprinkling, and infant baptism, havo 
led to this desire for the mutilation of God's 
Word ; and that those who adhere to this perver- 
rion of God's ordinance, are giving their sanction 
to the abandonment of the correct principle of 
Biblical translation. Their example, their influ- 
ence, and their money, go to support these muti- 
lated versions. Further, I remark, that the Pe- 
dobaptist rule of non-translation of certain words, 
like their appeal to tradition, paralyzes their pow- 
er to combat Romanism. How can they condemn 
the Popish practice of denying the Bible to the 
people, when they adopt the very principle of 
Popery ? The Roman Catholic priest can say : 
" Wp only keep back what is opposed to our prac- 
tice, and you Pedobaptists do the same." What 
could a Protestant Pedobaptist translator say to 
this? 

Surely, this question about baptism is not so 
insignificant, seeing it involves such great conse- 
quences ! If the magnitude of a thing is to be 
judged of by its results, it is certain that the ques- 
tion of baptism is one of vast importance. As 
sacb, I urge the investigation of \\.u^\v^^T5\tfs^-. 
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68t Protestant. At all events, from the printed 
resolutions whioh I have quoted^ all mostperceiYe 
that the correct principle of Biblical translation 
is with the Baptists. 

In ciMicladiDg this Lecture, I invite jour atten- 
tion to one or two inferences from the text : — 
^ Write the vision and make it plain, that he may 
run that readeth it.'* I infer, that all we are to 
believe and practice is made ]^ain in the Word of 
Qod, unless obscured in the translatioa. Infiint 
baptism, therefore, either was never commanded 
by Jehovah, or else it has he&x obscured in the 
translation of His Word; for none, with the 
teaching of the Bible alone, would ever discover 
it to be their duty to have children baptised. 
Those, therefore, who practice in&nt baptism, 
ought strenuously to contaid for a ^ithful trans- 
lation, that the obscurity, which conceals this duty 
from the common reader, may be removed. But 
I find that Pedobaptists oppose faithful transla- 
tions ; I therefore conclude that God never com- 
manded infant baptism. 

I infer, again, that we are to follow that which 
is plainly taught in the Bible^ rather than what 
is doubtful. The Romanist may tell me that i 
0!\^ht to pray to the Virgin Mary, and seek tho 
intercession of the saints \ but while I read tho 
flain declaration of (lod*a^ot^/^'l\tfst<siSa. vso^ 
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6od, and one Mediator between God and men, 
the man Christ Jesos/^ I will follow the Bible, 
and let the Boman Catholic go. The Unitarian 
may tell me, that Christ was a mere man ; but 
while I read the plain declaration of God's Word, 
^I and my Father are one,'' '^ He that hath seen 
me, hath seen the Father," I will follow the Bible, 
and let the Unitarian go. ' The Universalist may 
tell me that there will be no future punishment ; 
bat while I read the plain declaration of God's 
Word, ^' these shall go away into everlasting pun* 
khment," I will follow the Bible, and let the Uni- 
versalist go. So, too, the Pedobaptist may tell 
me that infants ought to be baptized ; but while 
I read the plain declaration ^' He that believeth 
and is baptized, shall be saved," ^' Bepent, and bo 
baptized every one of you," I will follow the Bible, 
and let the Pedobaptist go. Our duty is plain ; 
for God has said, " Write the vision, and make it 
plain upon tables, that he may run that readeth 
it." 



LECTURE IX. 

THE SECTH FEATURE OP l^rE IlEFORH IN WIITCII BAPTISTS 
ARE EKOAOED — THE RESTORATiq^* OF THE ORDER OF THE 
PRIMITIVE CHURCH. 

• Acts 2 : 41, 47. — " Then they that gladly received hi« 
word, were baptized. .... And the Lord added to the 
church, duly, such as should be saved." 

All professed Christians, who admit that the 
Scriptures contain a model for church organiza- 
tion, strenuously maintain that the denomination 
with which they are connected is formed after the 
scriptural pattern. This is true alike of Episco- 
palians, Presbyterians, Methodists, and others. 
But it is abundantly evident, that while these 
denominations are so very dissimilar, they cannot 
all resemble one scriptural model. It is further 
evident, that some who make pretensions t6 be 
'' the church,'' are not satisfied to rest their claim 
to that title, simply on a comparison of their or- 
ganization with the New Testament pattern of a 
gospel church, but very gladly seek to bring in 
evidenoe from other quartcTS, \>^ "^YiviV^. ^^Wj \iQ^ 
id support their cause. 3em^V «si\An^\\»^^ >i>aft 
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Fathers, Tradition, Expediency, are all pressed 
into their service, to supply the lack of evidence 
afforded in Scripture; or, as is sometimes the 
case, to nullify and render powerless its direct 
testimony against them. All this, I say, is done 
hy those who profess to find, in the New Testa- 
ment alone, a warrant for their ecclesiastical sys- 
tems and organizations. They do not seem to 
perceive, that the very course which they adopt 
to support their claims, affords most conclusive 
evidence that they are false and vain. 

But while some appeal to Tradition, and others 
to expediency, it is the glory of the Baptists that 
they act on the principle of the sufficiency of the 
Bible in testing this, as well as all other ques- 
tions relating to religion. Though Jewish anti- 
quity, the Fathers, and Tradition, yield as much 
or more support to their distinctive features, as 
to those who are most clamorous in demanding 
submission to them, still they prefer to appeal to 
" the law and to the testimony." I announce, as 
the Siocth Feature of the Reform in which Bap- 
tists are-^Qgaged — 

/ 

Restoration of the Order of the Primitive 
Chwtch. 

li/ia certaba. that primitive dctaida. ^Tft«t Vaa^ 
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been generally abandoned, from the &Gt that •» 
many diflEerent organizations exist, each oUdming 
to be the gospel church. Now, it is evident that 
not more than one of these dissimilar organisa* 
tions can be ccmstrocted after the ScriptaremodeL 
All that is necessary in testing their claims is, 
that they be compared with the New Testament 
description of a gospel church. And any body 
of Christians that is unwilling to be brought to 
this test must <^ course give up this daim. Let 
us inquire, 

' L What was the Order of the Frimitive 
Church i We can only obtain satisfiuHiory infor- 
mation on this point from the Word of Ood. 
The text and its connection present to us the cir- 
cumstances under which the first gospel church 
was formed. From this it will be perceived, that 
first, the gospel was preached, then repentance and 
baptism were urged upon the hearers ; ^' then they 
il^t gladly received the Word were baptised; 
and the same day there were added unto them 
about three thousand souls. And they continued 
steadfastly in the apostles' doctrine and fellow- 
ship, and in breaking of bread, and in pr^ers. 
And the Lord added to the church daily 8u^)h at 
should be saved.'' 

/. jPrimttive churcket uert cowipoied otv^if 
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frqfessed believers. Those who " gladly received 
the word." In all the epiatles to the ohurchea it 
will be seen that the members composing them 
are addressed as believers, chosen ones, saints, 
partakers of like precious £uth with the apostles ; 
and even where their sins are spoken of they are 
alluded to as brethren, who had departed from 
the £dth. Dr. Dwight says, ^' There is but one 
diaracter given in the New Testament to those 
who were church members, and that is the cha- 
racter of Christians. There is no mixture of any 
other character." 

2. Primitive churches were composed only of 
baptized believers. By baptized I mean im» 
mersed believers. '^They that gladly received 
Igls word were immersed ;" this is the translation 
— in our version we have only a transfer. Let 
me, on this point, give you a few authorities for 
this translation, for there are some who deny its 
eorrectness — ^none, however, of any pretensions to 
scholarship. The learned Bossuet says : <' Bap- 
tism was performed .by plunging. In fine, we 
read not in Scripture that baptism was otherwise 
administered ; and we are able to make it appear, 
that for 1300 years baptism was thus adminis* 
tered throughout the whole church, as far as pos- 
sible." Poddridge says : " * Bulled mtk Vivc^ V| 
itptism.' It seems the part oi owadLOt V^ ^iQn&aasw 
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that here is an allasion to the manner of baptizing 
by immersion, which was the primitive mcde." 
John Wesley says : " * Buried with him,' alluding 
to the ancient manner of baptizing by immersion." 
Whitby, author of a Commentary on the New 
Testament, and more than forty other learned 
works, says : ^' It being so expressly declared 
here, that we are buried with Christ in baptism, 
by being buried under water, and the argument 
to oblige us to a conformity to his death, by dying 
to sin, being taken from hence ; and this immer- 
sion being observed by all Christians for thirteen 
centuries, and the change of it into sprinkling, 
without any allowance from the Author of this in- 
stitution, being that vhich the Romanist still 
urges to justify his refusal of the cup to the laity; 
it were to be wished that this custom might be 
again of general use." Dr. Chalmers says: 
**The original meaning of the word baptism is 
immersion ; and wo doubt not that the prevalent 
style of administration in the apostles' days was 
by an actual submerging of the whole body under 
water." Archbishop Tillotson says : " Anciently 
those who were baptized were immersed and 
buried in water, to represent their death to sin ; 
and then did rise up out of the water, to signify 
Hieir entrance upon a new life." 
I might go on and iU a -vol^jcni^ "Wi.^ ^wcS^sa 
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quotations, from every gcbolar' of any noto who 
^ ever written upon the subject. In addition 
to this, every lexicon of note gives it a meaning, 
by which it signifies, cither an immersion into an 
element, or a complete overwhelming with it. 

It is evident, also, from the narration of cir- 
oumstances connected with baptism in the New 
Testament, that immersion was the primitive 
mode. Christ, when he was baptized, came up out 
of the water. When Philip baptized the eunuch, 
te went down into the water with him, in order 
to do it. The apostle Paul, in alluding to bap- 
tism, twice calls it a burial, and once a burial and 
resurrection. All who became members of the 
primitive churches were admitted by immersion ; 
and as none were admitted but believers, none 
but believers were immersed. 

3. In the primitive dmrch none were admitted 
to the Lord^s table but those wJio were immersed. 
Though they were, at the time of their conversion, 
members of the Jewish nation, or, as a Pedobap- 
tist would say, of the Jewish church, and had 
been circumcised in their infancy, still they must 
be immersed before becoming members, or enjoy- 
ing the privileges of a Christian church. Yea, 
oven though they had been proselytes to the Jew- 
ish religion, and were circumcised after they ar- 
rived at maturity^ they muBl ^\i\!li!L V& \sscG^<^^%^^^ 
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when they professed faith in Christ, before they 
oould sit down at the Lord's table. It is admits 
led by all) to have been the practice of the primi* 
tive choroh, to receive none but the baptused to 
the Lord's table. 

4. Primitive churcJies were independent e» 
tfieir government. All the members were on an 
equality in each church, and each church was on 
an equality with every other churck There 
were no bishops, in the sense in which that term 
is used by Roman Catholics, Episcopalians, and 
Methodists. There were no church sessions) 
presbyteries, assemblies, synods, or conferences. 
Advisory councils, having no power to legislate, 
were sometimes called to give counsel in difficult 
matters. But individual churches possessed sa<^ 
preme authority to administer discipline, and 
transact their own business. The church was the 
highest court of appeal 

II. Pedobaptists have universally departed 
from the Order qfthe Primitive Church, The 
first Pedobaptist church was the church of Home. 
I presume I need not stop here to show that the 
Romish church does not conform to the Scripture 
model. All Protestants will affirm that she does 
not; and any one who wiitt rcttd Vikfe BM^ mill be 
convinced of it. Let bi^ Tcnco^*^ ^^svDi<k^^^«^V\ 
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that in nothing is her dissimilarity to gospel 
churches more palpably manifest than in her in* 
^Euit baptism ; and in this thing all Pedobaptists 
are treading in her path, while not one of them is 
conformed to the New Testament pattern. For, 

1. They ate not composed of the same mate* 
riah. They number among their members others 
than professed believers* Every Pedobaptist 
church holds that the children of believers, when 
baptized, are members of the church, and form 
a part of it. I substantiated this assertion by 
nnmerous quotations frx)m printed documents, in 
my sermon on the " Spirituality of Christ's king- 
dom;" I need not, therefore, repeat them here. 
But I remark, in addition to this, that conversion 
is not necessarily a qualification for membership 
in most Pedobaptist churches. 

With Episcopalians, admission to full church 
privileges is granted to those who have been con- 
firmed. The requirements for this service arc 
thus stated in the book of Common Prayer : 
" The church hath thought good to order, that 
none shall be confirmed but such as can say the 
Creed, the. Lord's Prayer, and the Ten Com* 
mandments, and can also answer to such other 
questions as in the Short Catechism are contained.*' 
The conditions of admission being thwa vcAii*^^ 
iiTGBpeetive of personal cliaxa(it&t/\\i cKKWi\»\fe 

12 
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expected that the Episcopal churcli will bear a 
comparison witli that of primitive times. Indeed) 
it will be perceived that all that is needed is a 
gooil memory^ in order to be confirmed as a mem- 
ber of that church. 

The Presbyterians acknowledge in their stand- 
ard, that '' the visible church consists of all those 
throughout the world that profess the true reli- 
gion, together with their children." They further 
say, " Children born within the pale of the visible 
church, and dedicated to God in baptism, are 
under the inspection and government of the 
church, and are to be taught to read and repeat 
the -Catechism, the Apostles' Creed, and the 
Lord's Prayer. Tiiey are to be taught to pray, 
to abhor sin, to fear Grod, and to obey the Lord 
Jesus Christ. And when they come to years of 
discretion, if they be free from scandal, appear 
sober and stotidv, and to have sufficient knowledffc 
to discern the Lord's body, they ought to be iu- 
fornicd it is their duty and privilege to come to 
the Lord's supper."* Now, in all this tlwjro is 
notliing said about regeneration, repentance, or 
faith. The late Dr. Chahuors, a distinguished 
Presbyterian minister, maintained tluit it was 
'' wrong to say that mmcbut the pious should be 
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admitted to partake of the sacraments," while, 
for the decent reguhition of the churchy " it is 
well that the visibly profane or profligate are 
kept away." As to the duty of a minister to the 
" great majority of our species,*' who are " neither 
of the profligate or the pious," his business is, 
" not to exclude them, but to warn them." A 
church, formed on such principles as these, cer- 
tainly cannot claim to bo identical with the prim- 
itive churches. 

In the Methodist body, it is held that a reli- 
gious society is " a company of men, having the 
form and seeking the power of godliness, united 
in order to pray together, to receive the word of 
exhortation, and to watch over one another in the 
Lord, that they may help each other to work out 
their salvation." " There is one condition pre- 
viously required of those who desire admission 
into these societies — a desire to flee the wrath to 
come, and to be saved from their sins." It is 
well known that persons who give no evidence of 
conversion are often allowed, and even urged, to 
become "class members;" and in some instances 
these "seekers," as they are termed, are permitted 
to come to the Lord's table.* It is not neccs- 



* In the township of Caldwell, >\\iCTft W\^^fe \A^^\.\a.^j^ 
were delivered, both the Mcthod\6>i Biii(3L\>\A^\i'^^^^'t'K^^^ 
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sary, according to the Disoipline, that a man give 
eyidenoo of conversion. It is certainly not im- 
possible for unconverted men to folfil a term of 
probation. And thus, in almost every Pedobap- 
tist church it may bo seen, that conversion is not 
absolutely insisted on as a condition of member- 
ship on the part of adult applicants. 

But what shall we say of their infant member- 
ship ? We frequently hear of the " children of 
the covenant," and the " children of the church," 
from Pedobaptist pulpits, but do we see any thing 
of this kind in the New Testament ? Do we find 
unconverted men addressed as members of the 
church in primitive times, or young persons urged 
to fulfil baptismal vows, made for them by their 
parents, when they were unconscious infants f 
No, no 1 We see parents urged to bring their 
ohildren up ^4n the nurture and admonition of 
the Lord," but we nowhere find this duty enforced 
by any allusion to vows made at the dedication of 
their children in baptism. 

Again, those united with the primitive church 



churches, ia consequence of a sermon preached by the 
writer, showing that Baptists occupied common ground 
with others, in restricting the communion to those whom 
they considered baptized, invited to the Lord's table all 
** who desired to be Christians.'' 
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came into it voluntarily. It was not necessary to 
look about, and see nrho were ^' free from scan* 
dal," and tell them that it was '' their duty and 
privilege to come to the Lord's table ;" but, con- 
strained by the love of Christ, they voluntarily 
sought to profess his name. *^Here is water, 
what doth hinder me to be baptized ?" 

2. Pedobaptists do not receive their members 
hy the same initiatory rite as the primitive 
churches did. The primitive churches received 
their members by immersion. This was the act 
by which they publicly " put on Christ" before 
the world. A great many Pedobaptist authors 
acknowledge that the primitive saints were im- 
mersed, and that immersion is the proper signifi- 
cation of the terms which are used to designate 
the ordinance. In addition to those already 
quoted, I remark that Calvin says : ^< Here we 
perceive how baptism was administered among 
the ancients ; for they immersed the whole body 
in water." Bishop Taylor says : " The custom 
of the ancient churches was not sprinkling, but 
immersion." Now, we know that Pedobaptist 
churches receive the majority of their members, 
not by immersion, but by sprinkling. Some may 
be immersed, but it is only after every argument 
to dissuade them from it has failed. The prac- 
tice of these churches is sprinkling, the exceptions 

12» 
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are immersion. In the primitive churcli there 
was " one LonJ, one faith, one baptism ;" and that 
wns immersion. Here, then, is a striking dissim* 
ilarity between all Pedobaptist churehes and the 
primitive churches. The latter were composed 
of immersed believers. The former are com- 
posed of a mixed multitude of believers and un- 
believers, sprinlded, poured, and immersed. The 
lan^iage addressed to the primitive churches can- 
not bo addressed to them. " For as many of you 
as have been baptized into Christ have put on 
Christ." Have infants put on Christ ? " There- 
fore we arc buried with him by baptism into 
death." Can a Pedobaptist minister address his 
church thus ? " Buried with him in baptism, 
wherein also ve are risen with him throuffh faith 
of the operation of God." Can this language be 
appropriately addressed to a Pedobaptist church ? 
No ; so far from it, many Pedobaptists do not 
like to read it in their Bibles. But still further; 
a Pedobaptist preacher cannot stand up, in a Pe- 
dobaptist community, and address unconverted 
men as the primitive disciples did : " Kepent, and 
be baptized, every one of you." They have been 
baptized, as they call it, already. From all this 
it is evident, that Pedobaptist churches are very 
dissimilar to the churches in the times of the 
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apostles, and to the teachings of the New Testa- 
ment. 

3. There is a wide dissimilarity between Pedo- 
baptist churches and the primitive church, in re- 
ference to the Lor(Vs Supper. In the primitive 
churches, all who were baptized, and members of 
the church, were admitted to the Lord's table. 
None, who were considered proper subjects of 
baptism, and who had received that rite, were ex- 
cluded from the communion. But Pedobaptists 
contend that infants are proper subjects, and that 
sprinkling is the proper mode. Every infant who 
is sprinkled, then, according to their view, is pro- 
perly baptized, and a member in the visible 
church, and ought, according to their own reason- 
ing, to be admitted to the Lord's table. Pedo- 
baptists are most inveterate close communionists. 
They are very eloquent against the bigotry and 
closeness of the Baptists, for not admitting mem- 
bers of Pedobaptist churches to the Lord's table ; 
but surely they should not expect us to receive 
persons whom wo consider unbaptized, when they 
will not receive their own baptized members. 
All whom we consider baptized, and who are 
members of our churches, we receive ; so did the 
primitive churches. But Pedobaptists have large 
numbers, whom they consider baptized members 
of their churches, whom they do not admit to thft 
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Lord's tabic. This is a kind of olose oomiminkn 
that wc have never practiced. 

4. TJicre is a dissimUarity in the govemmaA 
^ Pcdobaptist cJmrches and the primitive cAurck 
One was independent; the other is arbitrary, des- 
potic, and tyrannical I exhibited this folly in 
my Lecture on the '^ Equality of Christ's Disoi" 
pies/' and therefore nepd not repeat the aign- 
ments here. 

III. Baptists (dm to Restore the Order if 
the Primitive Church. They make no appeal 
to Tradition, the Fathers, or Expediency. They 
simply ask, " What do the Scriptures teaoh ?" 
They follow the New Testament model oi a 
church, and invite all to test them by it. It is 
not strange, therefore, that they confidently ap- 
peal to God's Word for proof of the oorrectneai 
of all they do. They take it all from the Bibldi 
and therefore they know it can all be found there. 
Take any Scripture account of the course par« 
sued by the apostles, or of the practice of gospel 
churches, and you will find the counterpart in s 
Baptist church. 

Like primitive churches, they are composed of 
immersed believers. We say, show us an instanoe 
of the baptism of an infant Vn V\i^ "^xvosAAn^ 
oiurob, and we n^ill theii \».]^tvi^ VaSaaiVa. "Sjo^ 
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until yoa do, we will oppose infEint sprinkling bb 
an innovation of man, haying no divine antbority, 
and therefore sinful, when performed in the name 
of Jehovah. 

Like the primitive churches, Baptists admit none 
to the Lord's table but those who are immersed, 
on profession of their £uth. Show ns an instance 
of a gospel church doing otherwise, and we will 
conform to the model. 

Like the primitive churches, Baptists are inde- 
pendent in their government. Show us a pope, 
or bishop, or conference, or synod, or priesbytery, 
or council, authorized to govern the church, and 
we will submit to just such authority as you can 
show us in the Bible. 

Our position in these matters is illustrated by 
a narrative contained in a tract, published by the 
American Tract Society, entitled ^^ Mick Healy, 
the Bible Reader." Mick had been a strict Bo- 
man Catholic for fifty years. One day he acci- 
dentally found a Bible, and commenced reading it. 
The more he read, the more he neglected the Bo- 
mish service. The priest at length heard of it, 
and visited Mick, and sought to get the Bible 
from him. Failing in this, he began to expostu- 
late with him. He told him he must not read it 
af^ more; and reminding "him \\ift.W^ V-a^^^iRX 
beaa to confession for a long time^Yki^ vJVSk.\iasOB.^ 
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n-.-r '"^n ' : LT« f! r m f i»?f f i <r n '«Tf liif dntr. Mick 
!■:-£ nr -V- '?1'*m: -- TDr tit5c?»i. imd said. ^ Will 
J .'.-.- "^T .••.•.,.~ -jurjtjii " ' *hyw 5t to me in tlic 
/i . v. V y "iV.i ^i ^csT w^hi ve far to all the 
:->-■-. 1 •" > jf P •: • ii : -' «. • M isi f. TbtT t^D as that all 
\ ■ • < .: • -:: ". - ":> fl r' ^ 'litre liKir infant ebildrcQ 
.... ^-. V- : ^^ ^ jj^ ., -l^-^j ^^^ y.lease to show it 

: T- • . :' . K if Tbrj i{-]l «i that sprinkling 
t! '. i. ?> ^1 "" ?.f r jT - ioTTD irsto the water,'* 
Lr.:^ *.«■ ■ * 7.::.ri zzi ^«iT*:>i2-" aui " eomc up outf 
c: :l- :^:.: - " Wv siy. - W*!! Ton please to show 
r. " ' •;-= •. v.. RiVt. 

Af:-. r = ■■:-; lim*. . Miek iirii^ with a Protestant 
c^»'ir.-*:. z.rA r..iri!arlv atT^rsdc-1 tbe Sundav-sehooL 
TTm; .-.i] }i'.u iK-i fn>j'j-?TiTlv to gather ronnd him, 
and rut |»i<: -tioc? to him. to hear his answers : — 
*• Well. Mick- why don't you now pray to the Vir- 
gin Mar}' ?*' •• Bocaosc it is not in the Book." 
"Why d'.n't \vm now confers vonr sins to Peter 
and Paul. Miok ?'' '• Because it is not in the 
Book.*' '- Wliy do you believe the Bible to be 
»s»ifficif;nt to ninkc 3-ou wise unto salvation, without 
trafHtion?"' *• OIij sure, it is all in the Book." 
*' MiiKf ( viry lliiiig in religion be proved by the 
Bililo, Mi(;kV" "Yes; whatever is not so, is 
itn\y TMoonsliino.^' Now our Pcdobaptist friends 
/J'k us wJiy wo do not HprvnVdo vcvi?LTk\.?>\ ^s^ '^'^'^1> 
'^ // /v not in the Book." TVv(iy m^\\ Vo Yxvo^ ^Vi 
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wc " go down into tho water," and immerse those 
who believe, and " come up out of the water." 
We reply, with Mick, " Oh, sure, it is all in tho 
Book.'' They ask us why we do not admit to the 
Lord's table with us those who are uubnptizcd. 
Wc reply, *' It is not in the Book ; and whatever 
is not in the Book, is only moonshine." We aim 
to be Bible Christians, and to make our cliurches 
Bible churches. In upholding Baptist {sentiments, 
we simply aim to perpetuate primitive Christian- 
ity. 

Wo resemble the primitive ChriJftians in an- 
other respect — wo are "every where spoken 
against." This we expect, so long as nion follow 
I'radition rather than the Word of God, and arc 
influenced by the teachings of men, rather than 
by the example of Christ ; but when the Bible, — 
and especially the Bible faithfully translated, — is 
made the standard, then we shall triumph. Wc 
make no arrogant assumptions; we utter no idle 
boast ; but we simply use the language of humble 
confidence and Arm faith. 

The progress of the liaptist denomination can 
be arrested, only by taking the Bible away from 
the people ; for, while they poissess that, in spit^e 
of priests and princes, scaffolds and faggots, tor- • 
tnre-s ind death j some will be fouwd, v\^\\\ vi^^^i»» 
/some Lave been found, Avho "wiW cowlcTi^ ^ox ^xvdql- 
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itivo flimplioitj, primitive purity, primitire order. 
On the other hand, Pedobaptism can only sac- 
ooed, by withholding the Bible from the people, 
or veiling the eommand to be iQimersed in an un- 
known tongue, or calling human tradition to sup- 
port it, and enlisting carnal weapons to defend it 
But its days are numbered ; it is in its decline. 
Its end approaches ; and soon will be heard the 
vocal shout, ^* Babylon the great is fallen, is fal- 
len,'' and Bome, and all that is Romish, infant 
sprinkling and all, shall be destroyed. And so 
lot it be I 

Do not imagine, from these remarks, that I 
cherish any feelings of animosity toward those 
who practice infant baptism. No ; far from it. 
I siuoorely pity them. So much anxiety as many 
of them suffer, demands commiseration. Especial- 
ly do I pity the priests and ministers who are en- 
gaged in defending it. So much labor in vain-— 
80 much pains for nought. Has not Christ said, 
" Every plant which my heavenly Father hath not 
planted, shall be rooted up ?" Oh, how much 
better, to come out on Gospel ground, take the 
Bible, and follow Christ, and enjoy the sweet and 
Bible is read, or the Gospel faithfully preached,— 
^abiding confidence, — strengthened whenever the 
that you bave done wlaat \ft t\^\.\ 



LECTURE X. 

isqd's displeasure with those who bexain somnxT 

NEDTRIL IN A WORK Or REFORX. 

« 

Judges T. 23. — ^'^ -Corse ye Meroz, said the angel of the 
Lord, Curse ye bitterly the inhabitants thereof, because 
they came not to the help of the Lord, to the help of tiie 
"Lord against the mighty." 

In almost every work of Hefortn there have 
been ^ose who, while their JudgmeHts have been 
convineed of the correctness of the views of the 
reforming party, have nevertheless ingloriously 
consulted their own ease, and have chosen to oc- 
cupy a neutral position daring the struggle, and 
thus be prepared, at the termination of the con* 
fliot, to avoid the reproach of the Reformers, if 
tmsuccessful, or share their honors, if triumphant. 
It was this spirit that actuated the inhabitants of 
Hero2, who were anathematized by Jehovah for 
the course they adopted. The inhabitants of 
Meroz were Israelites; their nation had been 
mightily oppressed for twenty years by Jabin, the 
long of Canaan, This was duxVii^ VSdl^ Xkxsjkfc 'Oo:^ 
Deborah judged Israel. Wcai^ mVSa^ Q^'^x^'e»«^^^> 
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the descendants of Abraham cried unto the Lord 
for deliverance. He heard their cry, and directed 
them to go forth against Sisera, the captain of the 
host of Jabin, promising to deliver their enemies 
into their hand. The Merozites, desiring to re* 
tain the favor of the Canaanites, who were very 
powerful, and yet not wishing to bear arms agunst 
their brethren, remained at home, and occupied a 
position of shameful neutrality. Meanwhile, the 
hosts of Israel, under Barak, having vanquished 
their foes, returned in triumph, with songa of 
thanksgiving. 

But the indolent, time-serving inhabitants of 
Mcroz learned that they could not reject the 
claims of their country and their God with impu- 
nity. God was displeased with them ; and, instead 
of permitting them to share the triumph of their 
brethren, he places them under his malediction, 
and directs their own countrymen to bitterly exe- 
crate them : ^^ Curse ye Meroz, said the angel of 
the Lord, curse ye bitterly the inhabitants thereof, 
because they came not to the help of the Lord, to 
the help of the Lord against the mighty." The 
Israelites were engaged in God's work — a work 
of reform. The Merozites, who should have been 
interested in that work, and assisted in it, refused 
to do so. For this they wexQ e\K%fcd. \i^ ^^Wc«k. 
Mjr theme ia, 
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GoD^ Displeasure with those who remain 
Sinfully Neutral m a Work of Reform. 

In dwelling on this topic, I will present for 
your consideration a few propositions which will 
serve to elucidate it. 

I. Chd carries on aMRrformsthr(mgh Human 
InstrumentaMty, Ever since man fell, the work 
of Reform has been going on in the world, under 
the direction of Jehovah ; and every work that 
really tends to make man better and happier, and 
bring him back to entire conformity to God's will, 
is really His work, though carried on by human 
instrumentality. Thus, when He would dissemi* 
nate the knowledge of His will and holy character 
among mankind, he raised^ up, and prepared, and 
used the Jewish nation, as the instruments, to 
whom a revelation of Himself was entrusted. 
When that nation forgot Him, and degenerated 
into idolatry, He raised up prophets to reform 
theni. Elijah, and Isaiah, and Jeremiah, were 
great Reformers. When they, the chosen and 
peculiar people of God, rejected the Messiah, and 
orucified the Saviour as an impostor. He did not 
turn firom man, and seek angelic powers ; but, 
through the apostles. He called the Gentiles into 
WskiDgdom, iio be co-workera m ftva^o^^^^^ 
demption. When the simplicity c« CV«vsKKsfi^"S 
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became corrnpted by its ooimecti<m with paganism, 
in the days of Gonstantine, He still employed hu- 
man instrumentality to testify against this depar- 
ture from the &itL When, at a later day, the 
Bomish Church had corrupted every doctrine, and 
polluted, by her unholy touch, every ordinance of 
the Gospel, He raised up Luther, and Zuin^e, 
and Melancthon, as the instruments of effecting 
the Protestant Reformation. When these Re- 
formed churches, still retaining somewhat of the 
spirit of Romanism, formed an unhallowed alliance 
with the State, and enlisted carnal weapons in 
their support, €k>d brought forth the Baptists, to 
assert the spirituality of Chrlst^s kingdom, and 
the rights of conscience, and the great Bible doc- 
trine of religious liberty and individual responsi- 
bility to God. When the Christian church had 
forgotten the great command, << Go, teach all na- 
tions," God raised up William Carey, to draw 
their attention to it, and through him originated 
the sublime work of Modem Missions which bids 
fair to reform the world, and produce a complete 
moral revolution. Thus, in every Reform, God 
has used human instrumentality ; and thus, if in- 
fant baptism, and sprinkling be a perversion of 
His ordinance, (as we think, in the preceding Lec- 
tures we have clearly shown it to be,) he will re- 
form it by human instrumentality. 
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II. In almost every Work of Reform^ 9om& 
have remained Sinfully NeutraZ, There is u 
di&rencey it must be admitted, between sinfal en-. 
mitj or direct opposition to a work, and indolen(| 
selfish neutrality. It was wrong for the Canaai^ 
ites to oppress the Israelites ; but, it is difficult to 
decide, whether their active opposition was, under 
the circumstances, any more criminal than the in« 
activity of Meroz. The latter knew that it wai 
their duty to aid their brethren. They knew they 
were right, and that they needed assistance \ and 
they knew, also, that their neutrality might pos- 
sibly be the occasion of their defeat Still, they 
came not up to help them, but left them to strug-; 
gle on alone. Thus it has often been, when Qod*i 
servants have gone forth to engage in the work of 
Keform. The correctness of their principles, the 
purity of their motives, the benevolence of their 
designs, have forced the conviction on many who 
have witnessed their efforts, that they were right ; 
and yet they have never moved a hand to ai4 
ihem, or uttered a word to encourage them, bati 
have contented themselves with occupying a mere- 
ly neutral position. They do not openly oppose 
the work ; they do not enroll themselves among 
its enemies ; but they are not prepared to make 
the sacrifices which a noble and manly advocacy 
of the truth demands of them. They fear thiGb; 
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Amj may sosUin injuiy in their bnainess, perlnps. 
The most wealthy and influential members of the 
eomroanilT are opposed to the work, and they ftar 
Ibat thoy will withdraw their patiNmage. Or, 
they dread the sundering of social ties, it may be. 
Their relatives and friends are committed to that 
whieh the Reform urns to correct or remove, and 
they eannot bear the thought of arraying them- 
irivos against the errors which friends love; they 
esteem their robtives more highly than the truth. 
Or, the open advocacy of what they feel to be 
right, will subject them to reproach. They will 
be called weak-minded, changelings, fanatical, de- 
serters. Or, they will be compelled to unite with 
a weak body, whieh is greatly in the minority, and 
heavy burdens will rest upon them. Or, they are 
not certain that the efibrts of the reforming party 
will sueeocd, and they dread the disgrace of a de- 
feat They forget that it is more honorable to be 
defeated while contending for truth, than to be 
victorious on the side of error. These things all 
eombine to lead them to practice a time-serving 
neutrality. Like the Merozites, they come not 
up to the help of the Lord, and thus incur His dis- 
pleasure. 

It was thus in the days of Nehemiah, when he 
^thered the Jews together to rebuild the walls 
of Jerusalem , '' The noblea pu^iM^^^^ct Tkfi^ka w 
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tiie woi^ of the Lord." It was thus m the days 
of Christ vand the apostles. Thus it was, also^ in 
later times. Who can tell how many, during the 
fierce persecutions under Antiochus Epiphanes, 
the Bomish Papacy, and the English Episcopacy, 
were led to adopt a neutral position, and act in 
direct opposition to what they knew to be right ? 
So it is now ; many persons see a thing to be 
right, and acknowledge it to be so ; and yet they 
will not come up to the help of the Lord, because 
they must come up ^^ against the mighty." 

Thus it has often been with the Reform in 
which Baptists are engaged. A Baptist congre- 
gation has seldom been organized for any length 
of time in aPedobaptist community, without lead- 
ing many to the conclusion that they were more 
Scriptural and nearer to the Gospel pattern, than 
the Pedobaptists. While some Christians, acting 
in accordance with such convictions, have submit- 
ted to immersion, and boldly committed them- 
selves to the cause of truth, others, equally con- 
vinced of the truth, have continued to practice a 
time-serving neutrality. Thus it may be, per- 
chance, with some who read these Lectures. Con- 
vinced of the evils of infant baptism, and of the 
necessity and importance of its removal, they may 
choose^ stilly not to identify themselves with thooA 
wiio tare laboring to effect ii7\it>it VSae^ l*^*^ ViXifc 
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right Like Meroi, ihey will not come ^ up to tlM 
help of tho Lord against the mighty." 

III. God is necessarily Displeased vnth suck 
Conduct. << Curse ye Meroz, corse ye bitterly 
the inhabitants thereof." All sin is offensive to 
Qod, and occasions his displeasure; bat sins 
against light and knowledge, are especially hei- 
nous in his sight Such is the nature of the sin 
we arc contemplating — the neglect of known duty. 
A person may oppose a work of Reform from 
conscientious motives, while he believes that work 
to be wrong ; but let him be convinced that the 
Reform is necessary — that the purity of the 
Church of Christ, the good of souls, and the glory 
of God arc connected with its success, and he can- 
not then oppose it without guilt A man whose 
judgment is thus convinced about a matter, occu- 
pies a far different and more responsible position 
than one who is in doubt concerning the propriety 
of it, or than he himself did before such convic- 
tion. He cannot remain in a neutral position, 
without sinning against conscience. Suppose a 
Romanist is convinced of the errors of Popery ; 
he could not, after such conviction, remain in the 
Romish church, without the additional aggrava- 
tion of sinning against his conscience. So of Pe- 
dobaptism, or any other error; when a person is 
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oonyinoed that it is wrong, it becomes Us duty to 
abandon it, and aid those who seek to exterminaliT 
it. God is always displeased with half-hearted- 
ness in His service, and some of the severest da- 
nimciations of his Word are against those who 00* 
cnpy a merely negative position. 

In the exercise of this displeasure, God fro-' 
quently withdraws the smiles of His conntenanoo»; 
A sense of obligations violated, and daty negleoi* 
ed, prevents the enjoyment of His &vor; and 
whether that duty be a great or small one, if wil^ 
folly neglected, God is displeased, and the soul 
feels it. He sometimes sends temporal affliction^ 
A man neglects known daty, for fear his business 
will suffer ; God brings reverses and losses upon 
him, against which, with all his cunning, he faileA 
to^cure himself. He consults the wishes of hii 
friends ; they prove false to him. He dreads to 
sever himself from his relatives ; God removes 
them from him by death. Or, if none of theso 
calamities come upon him, there are other conse- 
quences which cannot be avoided. Conscienoo 
will upbraid, and the mind will often be perplexed^ 
and distracted with anxiety. Then, in the eveni 
of the success of the reforming party, such are al- 
ways objects of shame and contempt. They are 
regarded as the mere chips and straws, that floal 
vitb the current They are never depended upon 
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pfwiplei are inr^irfTed in our action. Lei us 
ta IMdnl Ui tbe trost commhled to ii& On the 
propagati<m of <mr principles in this county de* 
panda all that is dear to us as Christians, as Am- 
•rieaua, as men. The Baptist element alone, in 
our c^mntry, has preserved religions freedom and 
llio righU of conscience. Baptists alone, are pre*^ 
parod nr^iiHiHtontly and successfally to meet and 
ap|)OHo thoHo rariouH and gigantic forms of error, 
K^hloh rcttard the progress and prevent the triumphs 
af ihrt Oonpol. Lot us stand fidthfuUy by those 
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allowed traths in defence of which in jriads hate 
one to the scaffold and the rack, and firm adhei^- 
Qce to which dyed even American soil with Bap- 
[fit blood. Let ns come np <^to the help of the 
iord against the mighty," and effect a complete 
nd thorough reform, by the exaltation of pure 
^ible truth, unmixed with human inventions aod 
lie traditions of men ! 

Secondly, I address a word to those who are 
baptists in sentiment, but who are not united witk 
baptist churches. Many such are found in al- 
lost every community. Why tarry ye ? Alls 
ou not copying the conduct of Meroz ? Beward, 
jst you incur God's displeasure, by your sinfol 
^lect of known duty. " That servant who knew 
is Lord's will, and did it not, shall bo beaten with 
aany stripes." 

< Thirdly, Those not Pedobaptists. There are 
irge numbers in Pedobaptist churches who, while 
hey cannot see that immersion is essential to bap- 
ism, still do not believe that infants ought to be 
laptized. To such I say. You are convinced that 
he baptism of infants is unscriptural and wrong, 
yhy, then, continue in a church that teaches what 
'OU know is contrary to the Bible ? Further, have 
ron been baptized since infancy, yourselves. If 
lotj then, according to your own showing, you 
lave not been scripturally baptkcd^ «jid "^o*^ 
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Mgleoting the first duty of the belieyer. '< He 
Ifaat beUeyeth and is baptized, shall be saved." 

Finally, To those who are Pedobaptists I would 
mjf If you have carefully read the preceding Lec- 
tures, you certainly can no longer wonder at the 
importance which Baptists attach to the prop^ 
•subjects and mode of baptism. It is connected 
with views of the spirituality of Christ's kingdom, 
•ad individual responsibility, that are far from in- 
ttgnificant in their bearings. Be not surprised, 
ihen, if, movdd with love to Christ, and love to 
the souls of men, they labor to induce investiga- 
.tion on this subject among Christians, that Pedo- 
baptists may proselyte themselves to Bible senti- 
ments. <^ Prove all things, hold fast that which is 
•good." 
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*' This volume contains an able and highly interesting 
elucidation of th^ Wonderful disclosures of divine Provi- 
dence, narrated in the book of Esther. The facts re* 
corded in that book reveal the unseen hand of the Most 
High, directing the most minute events, as well as those 
esteemed great, to accomplish the hallowed purposes of 
his own will. The work before us draws out and illus- 
trates this consolatory truth." — Chn. Okurver,** 

** We have already in former numbers of the Memo- 
rial, noticed *' the Life of Carson " by Mr. Moore, and 
" the Knowledge of Jesus,'* written by Dr. C. We have 
now the third volume in the series, and we hope there 
will be many more, if they are all as good as the one 
before us. It contains a clear, cogent, and ineontrovert* 
ible argument m favor of the cardinal doctrine of a spe- 
cial Providence of God. The skeptic maintains that all 
events occur in accordance with the general laws of 
nature: but Dr. Carson shows conclusively, that even in 
the gmtral laws of his government, God specially supers 
intends them so thai particular events transpire by the 
BfRaeaey of particvXax agents, and usnsSX^ \sk%i&«ot^M&j^ 
with general lawB,"-^ap, Memorial. 
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ILLUSTRATITE OF THE GOYERNHEHT OF GOD. 

BT ALEXANDER 0AR80V, LL. D. 

** It affords us great pleasure to call the pablic attontion 
to any work from the pen of this great and good man. He 
wrote much and powerfully on many iniportant subjects 
connected with religion ; but on none with more power, 
either of intellect or of heart than the Providence of Chd, 
as developed on the page of inspiration or common experi- 
9mo9.**^Motker't Jomnud, 

*' It is a highly inftnictiye book ; for thonsh it takes all 
its facts from the Bible, it throws them into a ori^hter lif^t 
than that in which we suppose the mass of Christians eren, 
have been accustomed to contemplate them."- Purftwi 
Bucordtr, 

'* It embraces a series of investigations into the in^re-d 
history from Genesis to the Revelations. It exhibits the 
accnmnlishment of the Divine purposes even with respect 
to incidents the most minute, during a course of thousands 
of years. No theme can administer more efficiently to tho 
■treflffth an^ comfort of the people of God than this ; and 
an abler mmd than that of Carson, the philosopher and 
Christian, could scarcely address itself to such an under- 
taking. **~iS<of(<ftem Baptist, 

^ •* The Providence of God like his "Word is aii inexhaus- 
tible mine of instruction ; and there are things in it which 
** they that are unlearned and unstable wrest as they do 
also the other Scriptures to their own destruction." The 
work before us illustrates in a series of chapters the mys- 
teries of Providence as revealed in the fiible. The facts, 
happily selected by the author from the imges of sacred 

r biatory, present the subject in its more \Tiy6it««sv:<ie «dA. 

m MnctJcsJ relations." — Christian Observer. 




FOSTER ON MISSIONS. 

WITH 

r ESSAT ON THE SKEPTICISM OF THE CHUBCH. 
BT BEV. JOSEPH P. THOXPBOIT, 

PAtTOB OF THK BBOAOWAT TABBBMAO&S OSUBOB. 

(From the Nm ITork Evtmgtlitt.) 

hif essay of Foster's is one of the grandett and mott doqwBl af til 
writings, the reproduction of which, in tiiit inTltiag ioinn, will 4* 
;h good. The missionary work sssumes m digni^ lad importuiM^ 
cr the glowing tints of his masterly pmcil, which OBfht to shaaM 
languid interest of die church, and which very naturally and appro- 
itely suggests Mr. Thompson's preliminary essay on thm akepticiafli 
be church. This essay is very well written, and an impretsiTe preB> 
ttion of the causes and elTects of a del^cient faith in tfaa pnnniaei of 
I, in respect to the world's conversion. The work is iiaatly priatodi 
we hope will find many readers. 

(From the New York Recorder.) 

his is the substance of a discourse preached by its eelebratod autfUN; 
subsequently prepared by him for the press. It is MM of tho moal 
I and comprehensive discussions of the subject of miiitona tiial hat 
r been written. It contains tbat remarkable fragment of Foitar'i^ ••• 
id " God Invisible," conceived in the very spirit of tlM old lUbmw 
phets. The preliminary Essay, by Rev. J. P. ThompaoB, adda lo Ite 
le of the original work. 

(Frtm the Baptiet Meeeemger.) 

shB Foster on Missions, is all that need ba said. Tb aaj more^ wo«li 
Ike an attempt to gild the ran. 

(From the CkrieHan CSkron^) 

: is one of the grandest productions of its aatfaor, exhibitfBf^ te a 1 
ree, the comprehensive grasp of thought, the lofty sweep of 
n, and the rugged and massive style which made hisa lor ao 
in the acknowledged Jupiter Tonmu among Engltah Oii 
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right Like Meros, ihey will not come '< up to ih« 
help of the Lord agabst the mighty." 

III. God is necessarily Displeased urith such 
Condtict. " Corse ye Meroz, curse ye bitterly 
l^e inhabitants thereof." All sin is offensive to 
God, and occasions his displeasure; but sins 
against light and knowledge, are especially hei- 
nous in his sight. Such is the nature of the sin 
we are contemplating — the neglect of known duty. 
A person may oppose a work of Reform from 
conscientious motives, while he believes that work 
to be wrong ; but let him be convinced that the 
Bcform is necessary — that the purity of the 
Church of Christ, the good of souls, and the glory 
of God are connected with its success, and he can- 
not then oppose it without guilt. A man whoso 
judgment is thus convinced about a matter, occu- 
pies a far different and more responsible position ' 
than one who is in doubt concerning the propriety 
of it, or than he himself did before such convic- 
tion. He cannot remain in a neutral position, 
without sinning against conscience. Suppose a 
Romanist is convinced of the errors of Popery ; 
he could not, after such conviction, remain in the 
Romish church, without the additional aggrava- 
tion of sinning against his conscience. So of Pe- 
dobaptism, or any other error; when a person is 
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Gonyinced that it is wrong, it becomes his duty to 
abandon it, and aid those who seek to exterminaliT 
it. God is always displeased with half-hearted- 
ness in His service, and some of the severest de- 
nunciations of his Word are against those who oo- 
oupy a merely negative position. 

In the exercise of this displeasure, Ood fre** 
quently withdraws the smiles of His oonntenanoei! 
A sense of obligations violated, and duty neglect* 
ed, prevents the enjoyment of His fevor; and 
whether that duty be a great or small one, if wik 
fally neglected, God is displeased, and the soul 
feels it. He sometimes sends temporal afflictions 
A man neglects known duty, for fear his business 
will suffer ; God brings reverses and losses upon 
him, against which, with all his cunning, he failed 
to secure himself. He consults the wishes of hii 
friends ; they prove false to him. He dreads to 
sever himself from his relatives ; God removes 
them from him by death. Or, if none of these 
calamities come upon him, there are other conse- 
quences which cannot be avoided. Conscienoo 
will upbraid, and the mind will often be perplexed^ 
and distracted with anxiety. Then, in the even% 
of the success of the reforming party, such are al* 
ways objects of shame and contempt. They are 
regarded as the mere chips and straws, that floai 
with the current. They are never depended upon 
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in times of trial ; and thus ihej often bring upon 
Ibemiselves more keen reproach than the tnie Ee- 
fbrmer ever suffers. He endures reproach forth* 
Tmth's sake ; they suffer it justly, for their recre- 
ancy to the Truth. The Beformer glories in thfr 
reproach he is called to suffer — it is his honor. 
They feel that they are dishonored, and deserve to 
be. They are generally disappointed in their ex« 
peotations, and find that their wisdom is but folly, 
and their gain but loss. Look at the Merozites. 
What did they gain by their sinful neutrality? 
While Israel rejoice and triumph, Meros is dis- 
honored and execrated. 

In concluding these Lectures, permit mo to ad« 
dress, First, Those who are members of the Bap* 
tist denomination. Brethren, great and imporlr 
ant principles are involved in our action. Let us 
be fedthful to the trust committed to us. On the 
propagation of our principles in this country, de« 
pends all that is dear to us as Christians, as Am< 
cricans, as men. The Baptist element alone, in 
Qur country, has preserved religious freedom and 
the rights of conscience. Baptists alone, are pre-^ 
pared consistently and successfully to meet and 
oppose those various and gigantic forms of error, 
'!^hich retard the progress and prevent the triumphs 
of the Oospel. Let us stand &idifally by thost 
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allowed truths in defence of which myriads hate 
;one to the scaffold and the rack, and firm adho^- 
nee to which dyed even American soil with Bap- 
ist blood. Let us come up '^to the help of the 
jord against the mighty," and effect a compklb 
nd thorough reform, by the exaltation of pure 
Mble truth, unmixed with human inventions and 
he traditions of men ! 

Secondly, I address a word to those who are 
^ptists in sentiment, but who are not united witk 
baptist churches. Many such are found in al- 
ttost every community. Why tarry ye ? Aite 
ou not copying the conduct of Meroz ? Beward, 
est you incur God's displeasure, by your sinfiil 
leglect of known duty. " That servant who knew 
lis Lord's will, and did it not, shall be beaten with 
aany stripes." 

' Thirdly, Those not Pedobaptists. There are 
arge numbers in Pedobaptist churches who, while 
hey cannot see that immersion is essential to bap- 
ism, still do not believe that infants ought to be 
)aptized. To such I say. You are convinced that 
he baptism of infants is unscriptural and wrong, 
Nhj, then, continue in a church that teaches what 
rou know is contrary to the Bible ? Further, have 
rou been baptized since infancy, yourselves. If 
lot. then, according to your own showing, you 
lave not been scripturally baptized, and you are 
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Mglooiing tho first datj of the belierer. ^ He 
lliftt belioToth and b baptised, shall be sayed.'^ 

Finally, To those who are Pedobaptists I would 
mjf If you have carefully read the^recediug Lee- 
ttaroB, you oortainly can no longer wonder at tiie 
importanoo which Baptists attach to the proper 
-aubjocts and mode of baptism. It is connected 
with views of tho spirituality of Ohrist's kingdoiOi 
and individual responsibility, that are far from in- 
tignifloant in their bearings. Be not surprised, 
Ihon, if, moved with love to Christ, and love to 
tho souls of mon« they labor to induce investiga- 
.lion on this subject among Christians, that Pedo- 
baptists may proselyte themselves to Bible sent!- 
nentB. ** Prove all things, hold &st that which is 
food.** 
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talk among Uia best of the productions of his pen. 

{From the Con^egationaliM.) 

Tlia work shows for itself that it was written by a man of bold %d 
atrong thought It has no reference to the distinguishing doctrines of 
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*' This volume contains an able and highly interesting 
elucidation of th^ v^onderful disclosures of divine Provi- 
dence, narrated in the book of Esther. The facta re* 
corded in that book reveal the unseen hand of the Most 
High, directing the most minute events, as well as those 
esteemed great, to accomplish the hallowed purposes ol 
his own will. The work before us draws out and illiiB> 
trates this consolatory truth." — Chn. Obterver,** 

**We have already in former numbers of the Memo- 
rial, noticed " the Life of Carson ** by Mr. Moore, sad 
" the Knowledge of Jesus,'* written by Dr. C. We hsve 
now the third volume in the series, and we hope there 
wiU be many more, if they are all as good as the one 
before us. It contains a clear, cogent, and inecntroverl- 
ible argument in favor of the cardinal doctrine of a spe- 
cial Providence of God. The skeptic maintains that all 
events occur in accordance with tlie general laws of 
nature: bat Dr. Carson shows conclusively, that even in 
the gentral laws of his government, God specially super- 
intends them so thai particular events transpire by the 
sffidtf?jk;/ of particular agents, and \iwi«^^ m%A«w&WDifi^ 
with general l&W8,'*'-^ap, JVfemonol. 
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BT ALEXANDER 0AR80V, LL. D. 

** It affords us great pleasare to call the public attention 
to any work from the pen of thia great and good man. He 
wrote much and powerfully on many important subjects 
connected with religion ; but on none with more power, 
either of intellect or of heart than the Providence of Qod, 
as developed on the page of inspiration or common experi- 
•lee.**— Afef^cr*! JomnuU, 

*' It is a highly instructiTe book ; for thoudiit takes all 
its facts from the Bible, it throws them into a bri^ter lif^t 
than that in which we suppose the mags of Christians eren, 
have been accustomed to contemplate them."- Ptarktm 
Bucordtr, 

'* It embraces a series of investigations into the inspired 
history from Genesis to the Revelations. It exhibits the 
accnmnlishment of the Divine purposes even with respect 
to incidents the most minute, during a course of thousands 
of years. No theme can administer more efficiently to tho 
strength and comfort of the people of God than this ; and 
an abler mind than that of Carson, the philosopher and 
Christian, could scarcely address itself to such an under- 
taking.*' — Southern Baptist. 

•* The Providence of God like his "Word is an inexhaus- 
tU>1e mine of instruction ; and there are things in it which 
"they that are unlearned and unstable wrest as they do 
also the other Scriptures to their own destruction." The 
work before us illustrates in a series of chapters the mys- 
teries of Providence as revealed in the fiible. The facts. 
// happily Be]ecte4 by the author from the (tages of sacred 
/ hiMtory, preaeut the subject in ita mote Vrnvteaawe «dA. 
■ • '•^o tieMlrehtionB.^'-^Christian Obseruer. 
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FOSTER ON MISSIONS. 

WITH 

f N ESSAT ON THE SKEPTICISM OF THE CHUBCH. 
BT BEV. JOSEPH P. THOXPBOIT, 

PAtTOB OF THB BBOAOWAT TABBBMAO&S OSUBOB. 

(From thM Nmo rork SvmHgdiM.) 

Thia Mtay of Foster's is one of the grandest md mott eloqwBl af til 
his writings, the reproduction of which, in tiiit inTitiBg ioinn, will 4* 
amch good. The missionary work assumes a digni^ and importaaai^ 
tadcr the glowing tints of his masterly pmcil, which ovght to ahaoM 
the languid interest of die church, and which very naturally and appro- 
priately 8ugg«>sts Mr. Thompson's preliminary essay on thm skepticisfli 
of the church. This essay is very well written, and an impressive praa* 
entation of the causes and elTects of a del^cient faith in the promiaea of 
God, in respect to the world's conversion. The work is neatly priatodi 
and we hope will find many readers. 

(From the Ntw York Recorder.) 

This is the substance of a discourse preached by its celebrated autfUN; 
Mid subsequently prepared by him for the press. It is one of tho moal 
able and comprehensive discussions of the subject of missions tiial hat 
•▼er been written. It contains that remarkable fragment of Foatar'i^ ••• 
titied " God Invisible," conceived in the very spirit of tlM old Habrow 
prc^bets. The preliminary Essay, by Rev. J. P. Thompson, adda lo A* 
Tahia of the original work. 

(Frtm the Baptiet Meaeengor.) 

John Foster on Missions, is all that need bo said. Tb aaj more^ wo«li 
jnUke an attempt to gild the sun. 

(From ike GSbHsCiois Ckronide,) 

It is one of the grandest productions of its author, eshibitiBg, te % ! 
dogree, the comprehensive grasp of thought, the lofty sweep of 
Btkm, and the rugged and massive style which made him for io 
jwu% the acknowledged Jupiter Tonmne among £n|^h Oil 
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UNITED STATES; 

#omiTnr« or ■Loqusirr and ihitbvctiti pamaoss noa 

THB SBEMOHS OP 200 BAPTIST MUrUTBBS. 

By JOSBPH BBIiOiSKR* D. D. 

EMBELLISHED WITH FINE PORTRAITS. 

** Trb portraits are worth more than the cost of tho entire woit. 
It cannot be otherviae Jian gratifying to ererjr Baptist, to find 
tkit the leading minds of his denomination hold " the truth at 
H is in Jesus" with such a Tigorous grasp, and commend it to 
irthers with so much power. The passages are generally aN)rt, 
ftut they are pure gold/ — BapHat Messenger, 

'^This publication will, we think, prove interesting to Baptists 
•▼erywhere.*'— /7«£^fioii« HeraUL 

**The selections eoTcr the whole range of theology, and the 
folume win be enrlous, agreeable and oaefiiL"— iVl Y. Remrdtr. 

** Its editor is a man >f judgment and taste, and of consldeni- 
ble distinction as an author ; and as it regards the typographyt 
nothing better can be asked or expected. The parties have ojai 
heat wishes for their encouragement and success. The moni 
Act of the publication cannot fidl, of course, to be hi &Tor sC 
HHita and virtiia.'*— ^iUica/ Reeord$r. 



FLETCHER'S PUBLICATIONi. 

T H £ 

INSPIRATION OF THE SCRIPTURES. 

BY ALEXANDER CARSON, LL. D. 
12iiia Cloth. Price 85 Cents. 

" This is a very timely production by a very distinguished author. 
There is much looseness in the writings of the author here re- 
viewed by Canion, and their errors are in many instances exposed 
as his withering logic is made to bear upon them. The author 
urges that the whole Bible is inspired, both sentiment and language, 
and hence, just as found in the original Hebrew and Greek, is to 
be received as containing the mind and will of God. The inspi- 
ration of the Scriptures is regarded In a Variety of lights by theo- 
logians of this day, and many of tlie refining, spoculating, philos- 
ophising kind are seeking to explain away all that claims to be 
from God, and making the Bible but little less than human, and of 
human authority. Carson is just the man to grapple with such 
heretical theories and expose their absurdity and depravity. This 
volume ought to find a place in the library of every pastor and 
tiieological student, and in every &mily that loves the pare Word 
of God. It contains a strong argument to fortify against the a«- 
faults of infidelity and ikepiiciam."— Christian OkronicU. 

Every Christian who would counteract the skeptical tendencies 
of the present day should circulate this work. 

With the exception of Rev. J. N. Murdock, the present editor 
of the Christian Review, but one opinion has been expressed of 
the ability and importance of this wotk. A eorresponocat of the 
Christian Chronicle says : 

" Our enterprising young publisher, Mr. Fletcher, of Nassau 
Street, has issued another volume of Carson's Works, intending to 
continue until all of this great man's noble works shall be pre- 
sented in uniform size and attractive stvle. 

The present volume is on the inspiration of tiie Scriptures, a sub- 
ject wmch, we fear, very few of our families ever read any volume 
lipon.' We dissent from the brief censure of the Christian Review 
01 this work. It was written with the pen of a theological swords- 
mad, it is true, and we are Ikr firoas tofutf ttt eocouraj^ng the spirit 
of controversy ; but when we remember the time and circum- 
stances of Carson^ life we honor him for what he did. He struck 
for God and his native land. Ireland— that greenest isle of the ocean, 
and on which Popery and English Chlirch and State rule have to- 
gether heaped their bitterest curses. We cordially commend this 
work to all families who Would be Well-grounded in the reasons 
Why they believe and honor their Bibles as the Word of God." 

jFVmr the i^atehman and Reflector* 

** Like all else that Dr. Carson has written, the present work is 
marked by viffor of thou/ht and language, and acute discrimina- 
tion. Never cm> these quauties shbM out aaoie distinctly than when 
fbe Iw M Bt e d suthor wm engaged in cov 

nurkBd, howsrmv that h» is no td^r«oito< 

whea most pointed, and even oaasUo,!! ' 

WTiUrwhom in mind hm modiTeaftmbl 

« the ipospeL* » 
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UFE OF ALEXANDER CARSON, LU 

BT RET. GEORGE C. HOORE. fi 
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OPINIONS OF THK PRESS. 
(Fnm A$ JnitptndeiUt N, JT.) 

Mr. Moore has rendered a good ter?ice to the memofj 
of hit preceptor by this sketch of his private and inward 
life, and he has rendered also a service hardly Isis valua- 
ble to Christian truth and charity. 



iFnm tki RdigUnu Herald^ Richmohit Pk) 

This is an interesting work. Indeed, it could scarcely 
fSul to be so, for its subject was not only one of the most 
learned and able theologians of our own denominatioiit 
but one of the great men of the present age. 



{From Uu New Tork Tribune,) 

The biography of that eminent scholar and divine in t 
style of unusual vivacity and point. 

PUBLISHED BY 

EDWARD E FLETCHES, 

Ml KAS8AU STREET, MElfr TORK 



WLINCrS CONFERENCE HTHNS. 

iblisher begs leave to ■nbmit a few of the many oBaolicited m* 

atiora of this little volume, which have been received. It to 

' adapted for use in the &miljr, and for private devotion. The 

! brings it within the means of all, and its large type adapts it to 

} well as the young. 

linent pastor in Illinois writes: **l received the copy of Dr. 

I hymus, which you sent me some time ago. 1 have^ezamined 

ruugtily, and have shown them to many others. The universal 

D is, * This is just the book we want in the West Here are the 

cherished revival hymns, which everybody knows, snd wifb 

erybody is delighted.' The mixed natnrs of our population 

en it difficult to obtain hymn booka which all will Uks. Bat 

volume is almost known to all by heart, whether ftXMn the east| 

:h, or south. The hymns are those which almost every Chris- 

learned and loved ; not for their poetic elegance, but for their 

good religious sentiment 1 have also taken pains to obtam 

the Social Psalmist, the Christian Melodist (by Br. Banvard), 

Saptist Harp. These are generally very good, but everybody 

[>owling'8 hymns are the ones for the West to use in conferencs, 

id Inquiry meetings. Thousands of them can be sold in thto 

ley are Introduced." 

From Rev. JTohn M. PeeA, qf Miammru 
izactly such a book as thousands want and will buy in thess 
tral States." 

Prom the Vermont Oazette. 

vork is desierned esuecially to meet a want existing in the Bap- 

nination. The high literary character of the author is a sure 

iu this respect. But, after all. it is not so much finely finished 

as 8oul-8tirrinx trutlis, hymned by warm hearts, that Impart 

ial interview its greatest zest" 

From iJw. Michigan Ckriatian Herald. 
a hasty examination, we should think that Mr. Dowling had e» 
B work hi a J udicioua manner." 

From the Baptist Memorial. 
eople generally will say— give us the old-fashioned hvmns^ If 
f is not quite as goucJ ; while some critics will think otherwise 
ha hymns are, however, unobjectionable in respect to poetio 

From the Western Christian Journal. 
1 books are miiltiplyiiig, but we shall be mistaken 'f this does 
to be p Dopular collection. It contains 360 hymns and many 
He sweetest in t^.e language." 

From IM Christian Secretary, 
m cheerfully commend this little book to the churches, as Mac 
isotfy adapted to the purposes tor w\\\ch \l\i ^macmAJ^ 

EDWARD H. SL&lC;Tkm, Y^\)9ift!S% 



THE CONVERSATIOTfAL COMHENTABT 

comnnvc 
THE QUESnON-BOOE AND EXPOSITIOH. 

DBtlONKD FOR THE Ut£ OP SABBATH-flCBOOLl AMD PAMILai 

Vol* 1*9 on llaitlieiNr* 
Vol. II., on Jolut* 
Vol. III«% on iikm Aetft. 

BT WILLIAM HAOt7B« 



" The plan of Dr. Hagne in these several books to mm 
the wants of the higher classes in Sabbath-schools, we hivf 
never seen surpassed nor even equalled by any other author, 
according to our taste and judgment." — Christian Chronide* 

" It is a species of Commentary quite original, combining 
all the most valuable results of archeological and criticil 
learning, without the lumber and parade which often render 
the perusal of the ordinary Commentaries and 'notes' tn 
onerous and unwelcome task. Mr. Hague's plan renden 
everything clear, impressive, and practical, so that the mind 
is held, by an increasing interest, to those truths which an 
most important to be remembered." — Western Watchman, 

" The method of imparting instruction in this book is i 
novel but happy one. The author remarks in his prefiice 
• The teacher who would give instruction in any departmen 
«f kuowledge so as to awaken in his scholar a spirit of in 
quiry, cannot easily satisfy himself with abrupt and insn 
lated questions ; in order to arouse the mind to action am 
bring himself into sympathy with it, he must annmunicat 
■omething. The remark which imparts knowledge, quickexft 
thought, and then conversation proceeds with a rational van 
•asy flow.' " — Michigan Christian Herald, 

Publit^hed by EDWARD BL. EIa^TCHER, 
141 ISiMJL^ ^Tum»,'&ww1«' 
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TIST SCKIPTURAL CATLofllSM 



a examined the Baptist Soilptural Catechism prepared bj Rev. 

IH, we cordially recommend it to the churches, Delieving it to 

eculiar excellences ; among which may be memioned especiallj 

nng : ^ 

based upon the catechetical plan of instruction. 

general use of Scriptural language in the answers. 

mportant peculiarity of this work is, that it contains an •xtended 

ion of the evidences of Christianity — a department of bibUeai 

>n which has been too much i*eglected. 

rnestly hope that it may be generally adopted by our Sabbatk 
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3RENELL, Missionary to California. 

St volume is deuigued for the younger members of the Sablwla 
ind the language is simple and plain. Price 60ct8. per dozen. 
i% second is for those more advanced, and contains a review oi 
rixMi And evidences of Christianity. Price $1 2nct8 per fW'aeBi 

SDWiKD E FLETCHEK, Pab|iili(r, 

Ml Kamav Hv-y M. 9 



